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His Royal Hi ighneſs © 


THE LATE: 


Duke of ORL BANS | 


During the Minority of his preſent 
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Containin the wh TY remarkable. 
ranſactiè ls . -that- Prince during his 
Bovernment, and the ſeveral Negotiations 
: en the Miniſters of Great Britain, 
France, Spain, andother Courts in Alliance 


with thoſe Powers. 


Adorn'd with the Heatls (curiouſly engravꝰd 
from Ori edi of the moſt Eminent Per- 
ſons emplo d in that Adminiſtration. 
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Feintec for J. CRoOxAT Tz. at the Golden 2 near 
the Inner 8 Gate i in W 1729. 
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Royal Highneſs the Duke 
_ ef ORLEANS, during the 
Minority of L. EWIS XV. 


a Prince, *whoſe Death is 
ſo recent as that of che 
Duke of Orleans, in 
whoſe Conduct ſo great 
| - Ja Number of Perſons = 
alive were concern'd, an Author can 


5 N Welting the Hiſtory of An. UL: 


hardly hope to pleaſe all Parties. Thoſe = 


wo honour his Memory will be of 
Opinion, that more might be faid to his 
Advantage ; - - and his Enemies, that we - 
have. ſaid too much. Nor is this the 
only Difficulty : there are a ſet of Men, 
who will not ail to attribute a Writer's | 
Moderation, Ether to a ſervile 8 Spirit of 
2 i ny IT n 
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3 ME MOI RS ef 
An, 1715. Flattery, or the Apprehenſion of falling 
into thoſe Dangers that are often in- 

curr'd from the Publication of ſuch 
things, as it would have been the Intereſt 
of others to have buried in Oblivion. 
They will tell you, that a Work of this 
Nature, ſhould not appear till Time had 
drawn a Veil over the Motives, and 
minute Circumſtances of thofe Actions 
it relates; when the Hiſtorian having 
learned many Secrets that require Time 
to make their way into the World, 
would be able to write with greater 
Certainty; and living at a Diſtance from 
the Age he treats of, would be more 
exempt from Love, Hatred, Fear, or 
any other Motive that might induce him 
%% 
. But to theſe Gentlemen I anſwer, that 
EE as I obſerve the ſtricteſt and moſt impar- 
|. tial Adherence to Truth, and may ap- 
peal to Europe in general for the Juſtih- 
cation of what I advance, I think I may 
_ expect that even the preſent Times wil 
confeſs my Integrity: At leaſt T am ſure 

Poſterity will do me that Juſtice, if theſe 
Memoirs have the good Fortune to out- 

live me. „ | 
5p _ © Philip, Duke of Orleans, was endow'd 

© with a Genius equal to the Greatneſs of 
tys Birth; The moſt important Actions 


> of his Life were ſurprizing only to _ 
; who 


the Duke of OgLeans. 


who had not the Honour to be well 43. 1713. 
acquainted with him, and his very Ene 
mies have been oblig' d to confeſs the 


Superiority of his Talents. 


The Reign of Lewis XIV. had fur- 


niſh'd him with various Occaſions of 
deen me his Courage; and the Death 
of that Prince gave him an Opportunity 
of ſhining in the Cabinet. As ſoon as 
he was aſfur'd the King could not re- 
cover, determin'd to obtain the Regency 
which he thought due to his Birth, he 
forgot nothing that might engage the 
Service of thoſe - Perſons whom he 
thought neceſſary to his Deſigns. He 
ſcarce ever left the King, but could draw 
nothing more from that politick Prince, 


than mere Compliments, and Promiſes 


of an equivocal Nature. His 2 
went no further than to tell him, It 
would appear by his Will that he had 
always enrertain'd a Friendſhip for his 
Perſon, ' and had never intended to pre- 
judice his Rights as Prince of the Blogd. 
Then abandoning himſelf to his Ten- 
derneſs for the young Dauphin, his 
Great - Grand-Son, he recommended Him 


3 


to his Royal Highneſs, and beg'd him 


to contribute all he could to the Preſer- 
vation of his Dominions. The King 
had already made the ſame Requeſt to 
the other Princes of the Royal Family, 
| DB a = 
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MEMOIRS f 
. after having exhorted Them to a perfect 
Union with each other, as the only 
Thing that could render Fance conſider- 
able to her Neighbours; and his Maje- 
ſty finiſh'd his Diſcourſe with adviſing 
the Dauphin not to imitate Him in three 
Things; namely, The Paſſion he had 
entertain'd for the Enlargement and 
aggrandizing of hisDominions; inhisAt- 
tachment to Pleafure ; and, in exceſſive 
and unuſeful Expences, to the Deſolation 
of his Subjects. In this manner paſſed 
the laſt Moments of Lewis XIV. who 
ſoon after expired with a Conſtancy 
ſuitable to his Dignity. 
In this Conjuncture, the Duke of 
Orleans, taking it for granted that the 
King had not nominated him to the 
Regency, caſt about to obtain that Dig- 
_ nity by other means; and in this View 
he immediately addrefs'd himſelf to the 
Parliament, apprehending that the pa- 
cific Members of that Aſſembly would 
be unwilling to leave Matters upon the 
Footing eſtabliſh'd by the late King, who 
by his laſt Will had only declared his 
Royal Highneſs Chief of the Regency, 
which was to conſiſt of ſuch of the Prin- 
ces of the Blood as were of Age, of the 
Miniſters of State, and of the Mareſchals 
de Villeroy, Villars, Harcourt, Uxelles and 
Tallard, whoſe Number was never "+ 
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ibs: Dil: if Oftiths 
e, even upon the Death of 4. 1225. 
any o * 


he Members; TR by the laſt 
Article, his Majeſty declar'd, that inthe 
Council of Regency, all Airs ſhould 
be determin'd by the Majority of Voices. 
In Confequence of this Diſpofition, his 
Royal Highneſs was ſecluded from the 
Privileges n due to his Rank; and it was 
to be , that the Parliament, - 
3 to the Reſpect which po 
lar Aſſemblies uſually pay to the Te 
ments of the Dead, would hardly be 
brought to over rule that of Lewis XIV. 
A Method muſt therefore be taken to 
remove their Scruples, and it was no 
eaſy matter to find a proper Expedient. 
Nor was this the only Difficulty that 
his Royal Highneſs foreſaw. The Jea- 
louſy of the other Princes of the Blood 
gave him conſiderable Apprehenfions ; 
and it was upon this Subject that he held 
frequent Conferences with the famous 


Cardinal Da Bois, at that time no more 
than a ſimple Abbot. This Confident, 


a Man ally faithful to his Maſter, as 
bold an export in the Management of 
Aﬀiirs, was indebred to the Duke for 
his Fortune, and might 3 to every 
thing if his Royal Highneſs ſucceeded. 


This Thought . his ere, 
and augmented his natural Vivacity. It 
Was agreed between the Duke and bis 
as ex, 


N 


r Minifter, that the only Perſon capable 
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of oppoling his Royal Highneſs's Deſigns, 


was the Duke ad Maine, whoſe fine Ac- 
compliſhments had acquir'd him the Af- 
fections both of the Nobility and the 
People: But they determin'd at the ſame 
Time, that to be ſuperior to this and 
all other Obſtacles, the Duke had nothing 
to do but to ſhew himſelf in the Parlia- 
ment, where having firſt declar'd his 
good Intentions for the King and the 
State, he ſhould afterwards repreſent 
the Impoſſibility of governing Hance 
except by an abſolute Power lodg'd in 
the Hands of one Man ; that the pub- 
lick Grievances could never be redreſs d 
when the Deciſion of the moſt impor- 
tant Affairs depended on ſo many Per- 
ſons ; and that therefore the Neceſſity 
of naming a Regent was as evident, as 
that his Royal Highneſs was the only 
Perſon who could pretend to that Dig- 
nity, whether in Right of his Birth, or 
by Virtue of the late King's Will. 
In this Conjuncture People were not 
ne of a Civil War; 
and conſider ing the Reſolution and Pre- 
tenſions of the Duke of Orleæus, there 
ſeem'd to be Foundation enough for 
ſuch an Apprehenſion: But the Duke's 
Vigilance, and the peaceable Humour 
of the other Princes of the Blood, gow 
| - | | ed 


the Duke of ORLEANs. 7 
red the 5 of the Kingdom. 44. 1718. 
Agreeable to the Reſolution already ta 
ken, his Royal Highneſs went to the 
Parliament of Paris, with the Princes his 
Kinſmen, accompanied with the Dukes 
and Peers of Hauce, and ſpoke to that 
Aſſembly in the following manner: 


Gentlemen, 
* A FTE R the Misfortunes under Speech of 
125 which Fraxce has labour'd for a ww 


long time, and the Loſs which we have co thePar- 
* juſt now ſuſtained in the Death of a mee 
* great King, our only Reſource is ièn 
that Prince whom God has appointed 
* his Succeſſor. 1 . : 

Jo Him, Gentlemen, we owe our 
Homage and our faithful Obedience; 
* and agreeable to this, I my ſelf, the 
* firſtof his Subjects, am under the high- 
* eſt Obligation to ſet an Example of that 
* inviolable Fidelity for his Perſon which 
* ought to be common to all his People, 
: an] of that regard for the Intereſt of 
© his Kingdom which it is more particu- 
* larly my Duty to be careful of. | 
It is to theſe Inclinations, fo well 
* known to the late King, that I am be- 
* yond all queſtion indebted for the kind 
* Diſcourſe he was pleaſed to make me 
a few Moments before he expired; 

1 © when 


— 
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when having received the  Viaticum 
he called me to him, and acquainted 


me, That he had made a Will, in which 


he had preſerved me all the Rights and 
Privileges that were due to my Birth, 
I recommend the Dauphin to your 
Care ; ſerve him (continu'd his Ma- 
jeſty) as faithfully as you have ſerved 
me: Do your utmoſt to preſerve. him 
and his Kingdoms for Each Other, 
which it he comes to die will be your 


own ; and in this Caſe the Crown does 


of Right belong to you. ; 

© To theſe Words he added others, 
too much to my own Advantage to be 
now repeated. His Majeſty concluded 
with telling me, That he had made the 
wiſeſt Diſpoſitions he could, but as *twas 
7mpoſſuble for him to foreſee all things, 
if there was any thing done that was not 


right, it ſhould be alter d. Theſe were 


his proper Words, and it 1s plain, that 
agreeable to the Laws of the Kingdom, 
agreeable to what has been practiſed 
upon the ſame Occaſion, and even 1n 
Conformity to the late King's Intenti- 
ons, the Regency does of Right belong 
to me. I ſhould not be ſatisfied how- 
ever, if to ſo many different Titles 
which unite themſelves in my Favour, 
You, Gentlemen, ſhould refuſe to unite 
your Voice and Approbation, Ker 
„ 9 ou 


% Tees. i. 1aev*. a. 


tbe Duke of OrLEans. 


© even the Regency it ſelf, What J re- 
* quire of you is, that when you have 
read the late King's Will, which his 
* Majeſty depoſited in your hands, to- 
« gether: with the Codicil I now bring 


you, that then you will not confound. 


© my different Titles together, but de- 


* bate them ſeparately ; that is to ſay, 


* that you will weigh the Right which 


* I derive from my Birth, and then con- 


* ſider how far that may be corrobora- 
ted by the Will of the late King. 2 
J am: perſuaded you will find it ex- 


* pedient to begin your Deliberations 


© with the firſt of theſe; But under 
© whatſoever Title it be that I have a 


© Right to claim the Regency, This I 


dare aſſure you of, Gentlemen, that I 
will not fail to deſerve it by my Zeal 
for his Majeſty's Service, and by my 
Affection for the Publick, accompa- 
nied with a due Deference for the Ad- 
vice and Councils of Parliament. 

Iheſe Lask of you beforehand, pro- 
* teſting in this Auguſt Aſſembly, that 


I will never entertain any other De- 


ſign than to eaſe and protect the Sub- 
ject; to re-eſtabliſh a good Order in 
the Revenue; to retrench ſuperfſuous 
Expences; to cultivate the Bleſſings of 
* Peace both within and without the 
if; ; Cc _ * Kingdom; 


. 


— 
— 
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© would not be leſs agreeable to me than 4». 27:5. / 
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© the Union and Tranquility of rhe 


Church; and, in a Word, to endea- 


© vour with all poſſible Application to 
© procure every thing to this Nation 
that ean make a People happy: 
© What I now require, Gentlemen, 1s, 
that the King's Council may immedi- 
ately give their Opinions upon the Pro- 
poſition I have juſt now made; and 
that ſo ſoon as the late King's Will is 
read, you will deliberate on the ſeve- 
ral Titles under which I claim the Re- 
© gency, beginning with that which I 
detive from my Birth, and the Muni- 
KL cipal Laws of the Kingdom. ö 1 


The King's Council heard his Royal 
ahne with Attention, and gave thei 
Opinions in a manner that was very 


R K K 


* 


much to his Satisfaction. The Parlia- 


ment adjourned till the Afternoon, when 
the Will of the late King was opened, 
and it appearing from thence that his 


Majeſty had only appointed the Duke of 


Orleans to be firft. Lord of the Regency, 
ſubjecting Affairs of State to the Decil!- 
on of the Majority of Voices in that 
Council, his Highneſs repreſented, that 
this Conſtitution was ſubje& to too ma- 
ny Ineonveniencies 


"3 The 


— 


Counſellors if he t 


the Duke of OrLEans. 11 
The Parliament however, were not a 4» 1785- 
09; £4. 7 2 — — SET A Ad 
little perplex'd with this Article; but to Due 
prevent the Troubles that might ariſe in of Orleans 
the Kingdom, they declared the Duke of is declar'd 

| | 4 Regentby 
Orleans Regent, and the Duke of Bour- in pa 
bon, who was at that time but three liament of 


and twenty Years old, was appointed Fi. 


Preſident of the Council, giving the Re- 
gent a Power to e dee the Number ot 
ought proper. 

The Parliament was ſo much in the 
Intereſt of this Prince, that they imme- 
diately acquainted him with the late 
King's having nominated two Biſhops, 
conjointly with Father Tellier, to be a 


Council of Conſcience ; but they now 


beſought him to conſtitute ſuch a Coun- 


_ cil himfelf for the Diſtribution of Bene- 
 fices. This furniſhed the Regent with 


an Opportunity to oblige the Parliament, 


by telling them, when he granted the 
Favour they deſired, that one of their 


Body, whom they themſelves thought 


fit to elect, ſhould be a Member of that 


Council; not doubting but they would 
chuſe a Perſon eminent for the Love of 
his Country, one that was well acquain- 
ted with her Intereſt, and that would 
aſſert the Rights and Privilepes of the 
Gallican Church. This Compliment was 


very agreeable to the Parliament; and 


the Abbot Robert, Counſellor in the 
C2 Great 


12> MEMOIRS of. 
An. 1715. Great Chamber, returned the Regent 
Thanks, in the Name of the reſt, for the 
Efteem he expreſs'd for that Aſſembly. 
This was no ſooner tranſacted, than 
the Duke of Bourbos added his Remon- 
ſtrances to thoſe of the Duke Regent, 
and repreſented, that by the late King's 
Will, the Education of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty was entruſted to the Duke 4 
Maine, as well as the Preſervation of 
his Perſon, together with the Command | 
of the King's Guard and Houſhold : up- 
on which the Parliament inveſted his 
Royal Highneſs with the Command of | 
the King's Guards, and aſſign'd the 
Houſhold to the Duke of Bourbon, in 
Quality of Grand Maſter. 'The Duke | 
da Maine was at the fame time declared 
Superintendant of the King's Education, 
as well as of his Majeſty's Guard, with 
the Command of the ordinary Watch, 
under the Authority of the Regent. But 
whether it were for the ſake of Peace, 
or out of reſpect to his Royal Highneſs, 
the Duke 4 Maize defired to be diſ- 
charged from that Employ ; which the 
Parliament conſented to, and the Re- 
gent undertook the Office, making him- 
ſelf reſponſible for the Execution of 
„%% One | 
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the. Duke of OxLEANS 13 
The Deference, which the Parliament 4»: 17:5- 
had ſhewn for his Royal Highneſs was FN, 
not ill repaid : The Regent promiſed gent re- 
them to revoke the Ordinances of 1667 fue e 
and 1673, by which he would reſtore liament 


the Parliament the Prerogative of mak- the Right 


ing Remonſtrances to the King for the q,,cinges 


Good of the Subject, before they enre- the King's 
giſter'd his Edicts: nor could his High- Edict 
neſs have taken a more effectual Method 
to have evidenc'd his Regard for that 
Aſſembly, or his Afſection for the Peo- 
ple. The Royal Family were perfectly 
united ; the Nation was pleas'd with the 
Deciſions of the Parliament ; and the 
Parifans, in particular, ſignaliz d them- 
ſelves by uncommon Marks of Joy and 
Satisfaction - 
His Royal Highneſs in the mean time 
found himſelf at once ſurrounded with a 
multitude of Affairs, whilſt the King 
dom was overcharg'd with Debts con- 
tracted by the late King for the ſupport 
of his Wars; and theſe were ſo exceſ- 
live, that there hardly remain'd a poſſi- 
bility of diſcharging them. © 
The Regent however provided for all The Re- 
Exigencies in the beſt manner he could, rey 
by erecting different Councils for the Councils. 
Diſpatch of publick Affairs; the princi- 
pal of which was that of the Regency, 
the ſecond was that of War, another 
; 25 


. 
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n, 1715. for the Finances, a fourth for the Navy, 
WW 


two more for Foreign and Domeſtick 


Affairs, and a ſeventh, which was callq 


the Council of Conſcience. 


In the Council of Regency, were, the 


Dukes of Bourbon and du Maine ; the 
Count de Toulouſe; the Chancellor; the 
Mareſchal Villeroy; the Duke ge St. Si- 
mon; the Mareſchals Harcourt and Bezons; 
with the Marquiſs de Torcy, who alone 
Had a Right of debating, which the 
French ſtile Voix deliberative. It was 
Torcy's Province to digeſt and prepare 
Buſineſs for the Council, of which the 
Biſhop of Troyes, and the four Secreta- 
ries of State, were alſo Members; but 
two of them, Je Pelletier de Soucy, and 
a4 Agueſſeau, were not to come, unless 
particularly ſummon'd. | 

The Council of War was compos'd 
of the Mareſchal de Villars, Preſident ; 
of the Duke de Guiche, who ſuperintend- 
ed the Affairs of the Infantry; Monſieur 
de Puiſegur, for the Routs and Fortif- 
cations; Monſieur de Jeſtreville, for the 
Cavalry; Meſſieurs de Biron and Lev, 
| Honorary Members; Monſieur Ren/a;, 
for the Swiſs ; and St. Hilaire, for the 
Artillery, Theſe were all inſtructed to 
acquaint the Duke d Maine from time 
to time, with the ſeveral Aſſairs of their 
reſpective Provinces, Monſr. de Valli, 
Fes, | Was 


the Due of OL EAN s. 


was alſo a Member of this Council; and 4. 1715. 
Meſſieurs le Blauc and 2 Conteſt, Were AN 
Secretaries for Ammunition and Provis 


hons 1 
The Council of Bina: eel com- 


'd, of the Mareſchal de Villeroy, who 
2 the ſame Super intendance over this 
Board, that the Duke au Maize exercis'd 
with reſpect to the Council of War; 


of the Duke de. Noailles, Preſident ; and 
Meſſieurs /e Pelletier des Forts, Rodl 


du Coudray, Fagan, de Baudry, 4 Ormeſſon, 
Gilbert ac Voifin, de Gaumont, the Preſi- 
dent Dadun, and Meſſieurs he Ferre and 
de Ja Bliniere, Secretaries. 

That of the Navy conſiſted of the 
Marefchals i Eſirees, and de Tie; Meſ- 


fieurs ge Vauray, Intendant Thoulan; 


Ferrand, Intendant of Bretagne; De 
Bonrepaus ; J Weer. ro Commadores Caer- 
_ and Champ 

areſchal Teller, the Abbot A Eides, 
Monſieur de Chavigzy, the Marquis te 
Canillac, Monſieur de Torci and his firſt 
Clerk Monſieur | Peguet, compos'd the 
Council for Foreign Affairs. 

In that for Domeſtick Concerns, were, 
tle Duke 4 'Antin, Preſident ; Monſieur 
le Premier, the ns po of  Harlay, 
Monſieur * ſs 206 NEE 
pm | 91:7 Tis | 
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* 1715. Laſtly, The Council of Conſcience, 
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conſiſted of the Cardinal de Noailles, the 
Arch-Biſhop of Baurdeauæ, another Bi- 
ſhop ad libitum, the Solicitor General, 
and the Abbot Pxcelle + Which ſeveral 
Councils were no ſooner form'd, than 
the Regent gave them Employment : 
but there ſtill remain'd a 2 deal more 
that requir d his own Inſpection- 


Affairs ok The Conſtitution Unigenitus, was an 
the Conſti- Affair, that of all others gave the Regent 
mri i: moſt Trouble. He was perpetually fa- 


genius. 


tigu'd- with the Viſits. and Complaints 
of Cardinal de Noailles; and the other 
Prelates of his Eminence's Party, .whom 
his Royal Highneſs would have been 
glad to have oblig'd, it is could have 
been done without exaſperating their 
Opponents. * But this Reſerve, which 
appear'd neceſſary to the Regent, was 
far from ſatisfying thoſe Lords, who 


made little or no account of the Favours 


they receiv'd, : becauſe his Highneſs did 
not gratify them in all they deſir d. 

But notwithſtanding the ſeveral Vex- 
ations that. aroſe. from Differences in 
Religion, and the ſlowneſs which the 
Duke obſerv'd in the Conduct of the 
ſeveral Councils above-mention'd, it was 
ſoon apparent that the Adminiſtration 
had chang'd Hands for the better. The 
Army, which had been a great deal 
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in Arrear, was now regularly paid; and An. 1715. 
by this means a Kaſonable Check was MO 
| iven-to the mutinous Diſpoſition of the rears due 
1 5 5 which had already broke out u e 
in ſeveral Diſorders. The general Re- giſcharg'd 
ceivers were oblig'd to ſupply the Trea- 

ſury with two Millions a Month, Which 
were appropriated to the Payment of 

the Garriſons; and this effectually ſettled 

the Afſections of the Soldiery, whilſt his. 
Highneſs had the Pleaſure to hear the 
Parifans eccho back the Praiſes that were 
ſent him from the moſt diſtant Places of 
the Frontier. Thoſe who were poſſeſs'd 

of Securities relating to the Army, re- 

ceiv'd- Aſſurances at the ſame time of 

being entirely paid in four Years: And 
thus the Military Men, and all thoſe 

who had any Relation to them, were 

made perfectly ear. | 
| To make. good theſe Promiſes, the Regulati- 
Regent ſettled the Farm of the general inter 
Taxes at 47,100,000 Livres per Aunum, 
and oblig'd the Undertakers to pay the 
Rents of the Town-Houſe, with all the 

Arrears due to the firſt of Jazrary, 1716 ; 

whilſt the Capitation Tax, and that of 
the tenth Penny, were appropriated to 
diſcharge the Debts that had been con- 
tracted upon that Fund, with the Army 
Debentures, and ſuch extraordinary 

| „ M,lilitary 


18 MEMOIRS of 
an. 1715. Military Expences as had not hithert 
been provided for. OD 
But notwithſtanding the Multiplicity 
of Afﬀairs in which the Duke * 
was engag' d, he conſtantly ſpent three 
or four Hours a Day in examining the 
Memoirs of the late Duke of Burgund, 
and of Mareſchal Vauban, the Conſe- 
gquence of which was, that his Royal 
Highneſs reſolv'd to reduce three fourths 
of the publick Offices and Poſts in the 
Kingdom, as uſeleſs to the King and 
burdenſom to the Subject. | 
So many Steps, equally conducive to 
the Honour of the Crown, the Revival 
of publick Credit, and the Promotion 
of Commerce, filled the Hearts of the 
French Nation with Joy and Grati- 
mM >. | 
About this time his Royal Highneſs 
augmented his Guard with an hundred 
Men. | 
The Parifans were loud in their Ac- 
clamations, for the Bleſſings they re- 
ceiv'd from his Highneſs's Adminiſtra- 
tion; and for an Encreaſe of their Joy, 
News was brought, that the Regent had 
ſent Monſieur 4 Agucſſeau, attended by 
an Inſpector of the Works, to ſurvey the 
Apartments of the Louvre, and make the 
neceſſary Repairs and Preparations for 
the Reception of Lews XV. = 
0 
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JI 0o compleat the People's Hap- 4. 1715. 
pineſs, an Arret was publiſh'd which Ye 
ſettled the Value of the Gold and Silver Money 
Species for ever; and this ſeem'd to glad in 
reſtore that Confidence amongſt the tra- 
ding part of the Nation, which had been 
long extinct in Fraxce, and which, even 
the moſt ſanguine could hardly hope to 
ſee reviv'd. | 5 

About the ſame time the Regent re- 
quir'd from the Republick of Venice an 
authentick Liſt of ſuch Frezchmen as had 
lodg'd their Money in the Bank of that 
City ; and a cloſe Inſpection was made 
into the Books and Accounts of the fa- 
mous Banker Samuel Bernard, in order 
to diſcover what Sums he had remitted 
abroad, and who were the Proprietors ; 
by which means the Regent is faid to 
have found out a great many Frauds in 
thoſe who had hitherto been employ*d 
in the Management of the publick Re- 
venue. Theſe Men his Highneſs reſolv'd 
co call to a ſevere Account; and accord- 

ingly Monſieur Regnault, Receiver Ge- 
neral of Paris, was amers'd in a Fine of 
an hundred thouſand Livres, which being 
paid without Heſitation, this Example 

was the Standard by which the Regent 
regulated the Mulcts he afterwards im- 
pos'd upon thoſe who had been concern'd 
in gathering the Taxes from the Year 
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4n. 1715. 1689, and were preſum'd to have amaſs'd 
prodigious Sums, to the Prejudice of the 


Publick. A great Number of Perſons 


were terrified by the Severity of the 
Adminiſtration, and many that knew 
themſelves guilty abſconded ; but not- 
withſtanding all their Precautions, vaſt 
Sums were brought into the Regent's 
Coffers. 3 | 1 
Whilſt theſe things were in Agitation 
at Paris, a great Quantity of Bars and 
Ingots of Gold and Silver were brought 
thither by twenty Waggons from Breſ⸗ 
and St. Malo, which were immediately 


coin'd into Species of the late King's 


Dye, with part of which the Duke Re- 
gent diſcharg'd the Annuities of the 


Town-Houſe : And at the ſame time the 
Nobility of Frazce were, by his Royal 


Highneſs's means, enabled to negotiate 
without Prejudice to their Quality. 

Vacant In November his Royal Highneſs con- 

Employ- ferr*d the Government of Miſines upon 

Elled up, tlie Count aE/pare, Son to the Duke 4e 

| Gauiche; Monſieur a Argenſon, Intendant 

of Dauphine, was named for the Inten- 


dancy of Alſacè in the room of Monſieur 
de la Houſſaye, now promoted to the 


Council of Finances. The firſt Preſident, 
was made grand Maſter of the Bridges 
and Cauſeways of the whole Kingdom. 
The Marquiſs de Villequier, Son to 855 
5 Duke 
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Duke 4 Aumont ; had the Reverſion of 15 1718. 


his Father's Poſt of firſt Gentleman of 
the King's Bedchamber. The Duke of 
Bouillon reſign'd his Goverment of Maize 
in Favour of his Son the Marquiſs of 
Fernac. The Marquiſs of Simiame, firſt 


7 


Gentleman of the Bedehamber to the 


Duke of Orleans, was made Lieutenant 
General of Provence, vacant by the 
Death of the Count de Grignan. The 
Count de Simiane, Camp-Maſter to the 


Horſe, and Brigadier of the King's For- 


ces, was made firſt Equerry to Madame, 
who is fince deceas'd. And Monſieur 
Bontems, Governor of the Thailleries, 
and Captain of the Parks and Warrens 
of the Laure, obtain'd the Reverſion of 
that Poſt in Favour of his Son. 

The Intendancy of Duubirł was re- 


Great Ak - 


terations 


united to that of Flanders, at the ſame in che In- 
time that the Royalties of Valenciennes tendan- 


and Conde were joined to thoſe of Mau- 
beuge. The Intendancy of Berry was 
incorporated with the Baurbonnois, and 


Bearn with that of Bourdeauw. The 


other Intendancies under went ſeveral 
Changes: Even the Invalids had their 
Share in the Alterations that were on 
Foot; the Commiſſaries were reduc'd, 
and the Price of Cloathing conſiderably 
leſſen d. Laſtly, the Militia, which had 
litherto been maintain'd by the trading 

| Companies, 


cies of the 


Kingdom. 
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. 1716. Companies, and the ſmall Towns and 
WY'V Villages of the Kingdom, was, entirely 

oo Or v 
In this manner his Royal Highneſs ac- 
quir'd the Affections of the People, 
which went fo far, that the Nobility 
may be ſaid in ſome meaſure to have 
deſerted the King to pay their Court to 
the Regent, who, the more to endear 
himſelf to the publick, order'd the Pre- 
ſident 4 Aligre to enquire into the State 
of the ſeveral Goals; to hear the Com- 
plaints of the Priſoners againſt their Op- 
preſſors of every Denomination; to yield 
them Redreſs, and to ſet thoſe at Liber- 
5 ty who were proper Objects of Compaſ- 

ion. 45 | 1 

Prifoners Amongſt others, the Marquiſs of 
releasd, Aremberg, an old Man of ſeventy Years 
—_— of Age, was releas'd from the Baſile, 
revok'd. where he had been confin'd eleven Years, 
| for facilitating the Eſcape of Father 
Queſnel, when detain d in the Priſon of MW 

the Biſhop of Malizes, In the ſame 

manner Father William Queſnel, a Prieſt 

of the Oratory, and Brother to the for- 

mer, was happily delivered from the 

Caſtle de Pierre Exciſe, together witl 

the Abbot Forgon. Don Jerome and Don 
Turquois, celebrated Preachers of the 
Mendicants of St. Bernard, were recall 
from Exile; and the Heads of Monaſterie 


had 
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had Orders to reſtore ſuch Members of 4. 7786. 
their reſpective Societies, as had been . 
ſhut up by Virtue of Lettres de Cachet., 
or by a forced Obedience, and to replace 
them = defy to their Deſert. Ile 
Arch-Biſhop of Toxrs, and the Biſhop © 
of Montpellier, who had been confin dro 
their Dioceſſes, in' order to force their 
Acceptation of the Conſtitution Unnigeni- 
tus, were now ſet at Liberty and came 
to Paris, where the Duke of Orleans re- 
ceiv'd them with the utmoſt Marks of 
Efteem and Goodneſs, with a great ma- 
ny other Prelates, who had been confin'd 
for the ſame Reaſon. | 

The Jeſuits, in the mean time, were The Jeſa- 
highly diſſatisfied with a Conduct that its dilcon- 
us extreamly agreeable to the reſt of TIO” 
che World, and ſome of them very bold- 
p publiſh'd their Diſlike of it. Their 
Hearts were pierced, as the good Fa- 
chers expreſſed themſelves, to ſee Reli- 
p gion martyr'd in ſo cruel a manner, 
"W whilſt their Complaints were utterly diſ- 
ol *garded. 1 
bOne amongſt the reſt, named Ja Matte, 
gave vent to his Grief in a Sermon 
i preached upon the 2oth of October, in 
"' the Cathedral at Rouen, of which I have 
thought proper to incert the following 
0 Fragment. 
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EN; Alas! my dear Brethren, the Tomb 
aſeditious © has robb'd us of that pions Monarch, 
Sermon © whom-the-Church has now more need 
by the Je- of than ever, for the Extirpation of 
foir Ls (Hereſy. His Eyes were hardly cloſed, 
eie. © when, to our Surprize, we ſaw thoſe 
© whom. his conſummate Wiſdom had 
condemn'd to Chains and Impriſon- 
ment, enlarged with Triumph, and 
inveſted with Dignities to which even 
© their moſt ambitious Thoughts had 
© never aſpired. Is it not ſurprizing, 
© that thoſe who are now at the Head 
Jof Affairs, take upon them to undo at 
- © once, all that the Wiſdom of the late 
King had. eſtabliſh'd'! And can we 
© without Aſtoniſhment, behold both 
© Church and State in the Direction of 
a little Upſtart, as much puffed up 
* with Pride as deſtitute of Knowledge 

or Merit! 55 


_ La Motte being a Man of Reputation, 

the Reſentment inſpir d by the Boldneſs 
of his Expreſſions, was leſs than the Sur- 
prize occafion'd by his Indiſcretion. The 
Profecuti- good Father was perſonally cited to ap- 
on of the pear ; and upon his Contempt the Cita- 
” tion was chang'd into an Order to ſeize 

his Perſon. The Jeſuits were in Pain 

for the Conſequences of this Afair; = 
| | _ tic 
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the Superiors of the three Houſes of their 4». 1715. 
Order in Paris, went to entreat the Re- 


gent to honour them with the Execution 
of his Commands, in Relation to their 
Companion. But that Prince feigning 
to apprehend the too great Severity of 
their Cenſures, made Anſwer, that he 
had put the Affair into the Hands of the 
ordinary Judges, and would be content 


with the Deciſions of the Parliament; 


and Spiritual Court of Rauen. 
About this time the general Aſſembly 
of the Clergy broke up, after having 
ſign'd a Contract before the Lord Chan- 
cellor, by which the Prelates undertook 
to lend the Government twelve millions 
of Livres. | 
The States of Languedoc went in a 


Body to wait upon the King, and the 
Biſhop of Mines acquainted the Regent 
in the Name of the reſt, with the Joy 


they felt from his Royal Highneſs's Ad- 
vancement to the Regency. 'The Duke 
on his part receiv'd them in the moſt 
gracious manner. All the World put on 
an Air of Satisfaction. Both the Citi- 
zens and Farmers now thought the time 
was come, when they were to ſhake 
Hands with the Miſery they had long 
endur'd ; and accordingly the latter pre- 
par'd themſelves ro reſtore their Lands 
to the antient Value, whilſt the former 
| | E . were 
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MEMOIRS of 
An. 1715. were earneſt in the Revival of general 
Commerce. „ 

The Regent however was not exempt 
from Enemies, and theſe were the more 
dangerous, as they conceaPd themſelves 
under the Mask and Profeſſion of Friend- 
ſhip. The Abbot % Bois had the good 
Fortune to acquire the Confidence of his 
Maſter, by the Diſcoveries he made on 
this Occaſion ; and the Favours he re- 
ceiv'd from his Royal Highneſs, excited 
the Envy of his Competitors. 

In the mean time the Regent bein 
reſolv'd to aboliſh ſuch Exactions as tend- 
ed to the Deſtruction of the People, 
wrote a Letter to Monſieur de Beauhar- 

mais on the 4th of October, in which he 

The inform'd him, That being deſirous to 
Regent make all neceſſary Regulations in the 
Mite * Management of Affairs, to re-eſtabliſh 
de Beaus * his Majeſty's Revenue, and at the fame 
harmis. © time to exonerate the People as much 
as was poſlible, agreeable to the Ten- 

* derneſs and Affection which he had 
always entertainꝰd forthem, hethought 

© he could not better accompliſh theſe 

* Purpoſes, than by applying the firſt 
Cares of his Regency to reform ſuch 
Abuſes as were crept into the Manage- 
ment of the publick Taxes of the King- 

© dom. That his Intention in this Caſe, 

© was to put a Stop to thoſe exceſſive 

F937 | 8 Charges 
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© Charges which were levyd by the gene- 4n: 1715. 


© ral Receivers and their Agents, upon 
© ſuch as were liable to be tax'd; to efta- 


© bliſh a juſt Equality in the Impoſitions; 


* to hinder Proſecutions from being car- 
* ried on with too much Severity by the 
Collectors againſt ſuch as they thought 
fit to complain of, and to ſuppreſs the 
_ © unjuſt Protections which they gave to 
* their Friends and Relations; to relieve 
© thoſe who were become inſolvent; to 
«© aſcertain the Nature of ſuch Effects as 
© ſhould not be ſeizable; and, laſtly, to 
* fixa certain and invariable Rule to be 
© obſerv'd in Proſecutions and Diftrain- 
"MS: -- | PI 
' That the Regulations intended upon 
* this Head, requir'd very ſerious Re- 
* flections ; and therefore he would do 


© well to acquaint his Highneſs with 


* every thing he thought mpſt equitable 
* and proper to be put in Execution. 
That the Knowledge he muſt have ac- 
* quir'd of the Riches and Employments 
of the People, as well as of the Produce 
© of Lands, and the ſeveral Branches of 
© Commerce then exercis'd by the Sub- 
_ © jets of Fance, enabled him to furniſh 
* his Highneſs with very neceſſary Lights 
upon this Subject. But ſince thoſe who 


27 


„Were liable to Taxations could not of 


La ſudden receive all the Relief that 


* Was 
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28 MEMOIRS of 
Au. 1715. Was intended them, he ſhould in the 
mean time take all manner of Care in 

* the Exerciſe of his Employment, to de- 
* ſtroy thoſe Abuſes which had hitherto 
been exercis'd with Impunity. | 
I Tam inform'd, continu'd his Royal 
Highneſs, that the Colluſion which 
often ſubſiſts between the Pariſh-Offi- 
cers and Collectors, gives Riſe ro a 
Multitude of Fees and Charges, which 
they conſider as legal Perquiſites; that 
many of them employ their Authority 
to ſcreen the rich, rather than to pro- 
te& the indigent ; and that the Care 
they take to recover the Charges and 
Perquiſites above-mention'd, prefera- 
bly to the legal and eſtabliſh'd Taxes, 
is what prevents, or at leaſt retards the 
© raiſing of the latter; which ought cer- 
* tainly to be done with more Eaſe, ſince 
the Ceſſation of ſeveral Duties which 
* were formerly impos'd. upon Houſhold 
mh Carriages, and other Particu- 
It is this Abuſe which I am deter- 
* min'd to redreſs, that the People may 
enjoy the Fruits of Peace, and be ena- 
© bled to cultivate and manure their 
Lands, which is a Conſideration of the 
F utmoſt Importance to the Kingdom. 
© And as it is of the very Eſſence of Juſs 
f tice and Piety to prevent the Roper 
a | . 8 | ? lion 
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© fion of thoſe who are taxed for the 45 


« Support of the Community, it follows, 
that no Puniſhment can be too ſevere 
for ſuch as by their Male Adminiſtration 
& ſhall endeavour to render ſuch Inten- 
© tions abortive. 8 

© You will, Iam perſuaded, contribute 
all you can to the Execution of my De- 
© ſign, by tranſmitting me a Lift of thoſa 


Officers or Receivers whom you ſhall 


find negligent of their Duty. You 
© will take Cognizance of ſuch Com- 
plaints as may have been made to the 
Collectors, concerning the exceſſive 
Charges or Perquiſites above-mention- 
ed; and extending your Care to the 
* minuteſt Particulars, you will inform 
your ſelf from the Pariſh-Officers, 
what Sums they have paid for each 
* Pariſh to the proper Receivers, under 
the Head of Charges or Perquiſites. 

Io put a Stop to theſe Vexations, 
it is my Intention to oblige the Pariſh- 
Officers to make an exact Calculation 
* of the Charges which they may have 
' levy'd in their reſpective Diſtricts, and 
* where theſe ſhall be found exorbitant, 
to compel the Receivers to reſtore 
' fourfold to the injur'd Subjects. But 
as Lalfo propoſe to diſtinguiſh ſuch as 


' ſhall give Proofs of their Integrity, I 


' intend every Year to beſtow a Gratuity 


* 
f 
4 

3 


3 2 — — — et. — — — 


VS K mM GG 6a Sh a a a : 


M A nh aA M RA aA K a 


o 


MEMOIRS off 
upon one or two Receivers in each Ge. 
nerality, who ſhall appear to have ma- 
naged with moſt Frugality in the Exe. 
cution of their Office. 
© You will inform your ſelf with the 
utmoſt Care, whether the Serjeants and 
Officers employ'd in diſtraining, do 
not receive, or perhaps exact Money 
from the Collectors for their Service 
on that Head. In the ſame manner 


you will obſerve the Conduct of the 


Receivers and Pariſh-Officers, to pre. 


vent their taking Bribes to grant unjuſt 


Protections; and in all theſe Caſes you 
will put the Laws in Force with the 
utmoſt Severity. 5 

* You will take care that the Col. 
lectors, in diſtraining, do not take 
away either Horſes or Oxen employ' 
in Tillage ; nor Beds, wearing Apps. 
rel, Utenſils or Tools, us'd by Work: 
men or Artiſans in their refpeQive 
Profeſſions. The Obſervation of Equz- 
lity and impartial Juſtice in the Im- 
poſition of Taxes being my chief Aim, 
you will take care to give me a perfed 
and exact Knowledge of ſuch Particu- 


© lars as may enable me to act up to mi 
Intention, and to ſettle a juſt and equal 
© Standard, as well with Relation to 


© Eſtates whoſe Value is intrinſick, 3s 
* to Commerce in general, and the 9 
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e. (ral Trades and Manufactures that are Au. 1715. 
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a- practisꝰd in the Kingdom. 
te. In the Choice of neceſſary Expe- 
dients, you will always prefer ſuch as 
vill be moſt favourable to Agriculture, 
moſt conducive to the Encreaſe of 
Commerce, and the Conſumption of 
Manufactures, moſt eaſily collected, 
and leaſt chargeable to his Majeſty. 

* You will be doubly careful to re- 
* train, or rather to extinguiſh the Au- 
* thority exercis'd by certain Officers 
and powerful Perſons, over the Col- 
* letors within particular Diſtricts, to 
deter them from taxing themſelves or 
their Tenants in an equal manner, by 
© which means the Burthen becomes fo 
e © much more grievous to the reſt of the 
"OF © Inhabitants. Hence ariſe the great 
Number of Inſolvents; the Difficulties 
chat are found in collecting the Reve- 
e © nue; the Neceſſity of diſtraining; and 
f: in a word, the abſolute Ruin of Mul- 
n © titudes of his Majeſty's Subjects. This 
m, © unjuſt Power here ſpoken of, has been 
attended with Conſequences too de- 
uM © plorable to be longer tolerated. 

The Multiplicity of Officers created 
* for ſeveral Years paſt, and the diffe- 
* rent Privileges of the Nobility, by 
© Virtue of which they are exempted 
* from Taxes, having very much _— 
: * E 
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2x. 1715. ſed the Charges of thoſe who are de- 
e ſtitute of ſuch Privileges, whoſe Inte: 
| « reſt I have very much at Heart, the 
| « Suppreſſion of à great part of theſe 
| Offices which has lately taken place, 
| © ought now to contribute ro their Re- 
(lief: And thus it is your Duty to 


2 —— 


© tax the ſaid diſcharged Officers in a 
manner juſtly proportion'd to their 
« Eſtates. — 
Furthermore, It being my Intention 
that the Publick ſhould be acquainted 
with the Deſign T have form'd of eaſing 
the People, oppreſs d for ſeveral Years 
paſt with variety of Impoſitions; and 
being deſirous to receive the Advice of 
every zealous Subject, for the Refor- 
mation of ſuch Abuſes as have been hi- 
therto practiſed, it is my Pleaſure that 
you ſend Copies of this Letter to the 
ſeveral Syndics and Church-Wardens 
of all the Pariſhes of your Province, to 
the end that no one may plead Igno- 
rance of my Intentions, with relation 
to the fore-going Particulars. 
Apply your felf then without delay, 
to the Execution of all I have requird 
of you, and let me receive the Proots 
of your Zeal for the Publick Good. 
* Examine the ſeveral Inconveniencies 
that ariſe from the manner of impoſing 


* the Taxes, the Abuſes that are com- 
4 mitted 
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* jefty*s Subjects may receive that Juſtice 
they expect from his Adminiſtration. 
In 2 

protect you with his Majeſty, and to 
give you Proofs of my particular At- 
. ion. | h 


CE an, 
© Mazfieur de Beauharnois, 


© Tour Aﬀectionate Friend, 
© Sized, Philip of Orleans. 


Monſieur de Beaubarnois immediately 
circulated a great many Copies of this 
Letter, which for the preſent gave a 
Check to the Diſorders that for a long 


time had prevailed in ſeveral Provinces : 
and it were to be wiſh'd that Fortune 


had ſeconded the wiſe Conduct and good 
Intentions 'of the Duke Regent, whoſe 
fine Projects ſerv'd only to aſſwage the 
Miſery of the Subject, and inſpire them 


with-Hopes of that Happineſs which they 
have hitherto expected in vain. _ 


But if things did not entirely anſwer 
the Regent's Hopes, and the Expecta- 


g which you will engage me to 


33 


* mitted, and by what means his Ma- 4. 1715. 


tion of the Kingdom, yet ſo much Money 


was brought into the Treaſury, as ſerv'd 


2X _MEMOIRS of. 

An. 1715- at leaſt to reform a great many Abuſes, 
and ſettle things upon a better Eſtabliſh- 

ment. The Cle tors were allowed to 
receive the old Species of Gold and Sil- 
ver according to their intrinſick Value; 
and an Edict was publiſh'd, command- 
ing all Perſons who were poſſeſs'd of 
Bills drawn by Monſieur Granci upon 
the general Fund, for the extraordinary 
Expences of the War, to bring them to 
Monſieur le Blanc, in order to his aſcer- 
taining the true Bills from Counterfeits. 
The Drawer of theſe Bills had been 
Treaſurer of the Troops of Mauleuse, 
and was fled the Kingdom, after having 
embezled a great part of the Money that 
was intruſted with him. To this ſuc- 
ceeded an Order from the Regent to 
Monſieur Demarets, commanding him 
to furniſh twelve millions in the | Wray 
ning of the ſucceeding Year, to be em- 
ploy'd for the Service of the Publick. 
This Command was follow'd by another, 
which prohibited that Gentleman to go 
out of Parzs till his Accounts were ſettled; 
and his Son-in-Law, Monſieur Bercy, 
Was in the ſame manner confin'd to 
Nauen till further Orders. 


But the Regent did not ſtop here. To 
leſſen the publick Expence at the fame 
time that he ſtudy'd to regulate the At- 
fairs of the Treaſury, his Royal High- 


neſs 


the Duke of OrLeans. 35 
neſs having order'd the two Companies 45. 15. 
of er to be drawn up on the (2 
24th of November, commanded them to oa of the 
be told, that the King diſcharged one Troops. 
hundred of each Company, which redu- = 
ced them to three hundred Men. His 
Majeſty's Body-Guards ſuffer'd a Re- 
duction of four hundred and eighty, and 

the Sve were oblig'd to disband forty 

out of each Company, all which amount- 

ed in the whole to at leaſt five thouſand 

Men. The French Guards were reduc'd 

from a hundred and twenty-ſix to a hun- 

dred and ten per Company. Ten Men 

were taken out of each Brigade of the 
Gendarmerie, and the fame Number out 

of each Troop of Horſe. All the Dra- 

Toons of the Army were difmounted, 
except four Regiments which belong'd 
immediately to the King and Queen. 

The Carbineers were left entire, but 

the whole Reform amounted to near 
twenty thoufand Men. 

The Mareſchal 4 Harcburt having at y.cane 
this time thrown up his Poſt of Captain Offices 
of the Life Guards, his Highneſs thought — 8 4 
BIS to confer that Honour upon his 

n. Lieutenant General Rzfie was 
made his Majeſty's fecond Governor ; 

The Chevalier 4”A4sfeld was conſtituted 
Comptroller General of the Fortificati- 
ons, and Member of the Council of 

| | F 2 War 
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ried on againſt him with all the Severity 
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An. 171 f. War, in the room of Monſr. Pelletier de 


Soucy, The Marquiſs de Benac received 
Orders to ſet out upon his Embaſſy to 
Conſtantinople ; and the Dutch Embaſſa- 
dor Monſr. Byys, had his Audience of 
Leave of the King upon the "Tenth of 
November, and of the Duke Regent on 
the Twenty-third. His Highneſs alſo 
gave Audience three Days afterwards 
to the Univerſity of Paris, upon which 


Occaſion, he had the Goodneſs to aſſure 


their Orator Monſr. Petit de Montem- 
puis, of the ſingular Eſteem he had al- 


. ways entertained for that illuſtrious and 


antient Society. E 

The Jeſus were far from being 
treated in ſo handſome a manner: the 
Duke being inform'd, that La Motte, 
whom we have already taken Notice of, 
had abſconded, his Highneſs ordered a 
{tri& ſearch to be made after him, which 
being to no purpoſe, it was determin'd 
to confiſcate the Temporalties of the Je- 
ſuits at Rauen. This alarmed the So- 
ciety, who finding themſelves made ac- 
countable for the Conduct of one of 


their Brethren, eaſily determin'd to ſa- 


crifice his particular Intereſt to the good 
of their Community. The Offender 
was produced, and a Profecution car- 


that 


the Duke of ORLEANS. 7 
that was due to the Nature of his Of- 


Fence. * : | 8 3 
Nor was this the only Mortification 


— 


37 


An. 1715. 
4 


the Society receiv'd in this Conjuncture, 
having made themſelves ſo very ob- 


noxious to the Adminiſtration, that they 
were once 1 the point of being 
driven out of Frauce, to which the 
Wiſhes of a multitude of well meaning 
Perſons concurred. The Truth is, they 
begun to grow formidable by their Af- 
ſurance ; The Duke Regent was the 
Object of their Hatred; and their at- 
tempts to deſtroy his Government were 
not confinꝰd to ſecret Cabals and Mid- 
night Working: The Pulpit was made 
ſubſervient to their Purpoſes, and their 


The Je- 
ſuits en- 
deavour 
to raiſe a 
Rebellion 


Malice broke out into Treaſonable Ser- 


mons and Declamations of a very dan- 
gerous Tendency. In this manner they 
behaved themſelves at Dijon, Beſancon, 
Poitiers, Nantes, and in ſeveral other 
Places, where their Society was in 


greateſt Reputation. Their Attempts 


were well meant, and 'twould have been 


no wonder if they had ſucceeded with a 


giddy Populace, ever fond of Novelty, 
and ſuſceptible of every thing that 
comes recommended to them under the 
Mask of Religion; eſpecially conſidering 
the boldneſs of their Prieſts, who were 
the more fit; to perſuade the People 10 5 
8 wou 
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2. 1715. would be no Danger in a Revolt, by 
ho much they themſelves appear'd free 
from all Apprehenſion. 

But the Succeſs which had uſually at- 

tended the Undertakings of the Society, 

failed them upon this Occaſion. Their 
Attempts ſerved only to raiſe the Indig- 
nation of the People againſt themfelves ; 

which the clear-ſighted Brotherhood 
having ſoon perceiv'd, they had preſent- 

ly Recourſe to Meaſures of a different 
Nature; and accordingly it was thought 
Proper for their Superior at Paris to aſ. 

ſure the Regent of the Reſpect and Du- 

I of the Society, and intreat his Royal 
ighneſs's Protection. The Superior 

came to Court upon this Occaſion, and 
receiv'd a Look which denoted the Re- 
ſentment his Royal Highneſs entertained 
againſt his Companions ; but the ſupple 

Jeſuit continued his Submiſſions ; and 

3 the Duke promis'd him what he deſired, 
bone upon Condition that he ſhould remove 
ſuch of his Brethren from Paris as had 
been moſt induſtrious to raiſe Commo- 

tions in the Kingdom. This was a ter- 

rible Blow, and the Superior attempted 

to evade the Force of it, 5 

utter Ignorance of any ſuch Incendiaries; 

upon which his Royal Highneſs replyed 

with his uſual Goodneſs, that he would 
ſpare him the Trouble of an 1 

| | ane 
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the Duke of OALEANS. 


and immediately named Seven or Eight, 4. 17's. 
whom the good Father promis'd to diſ VV 


ofe of in other Houſes. 
It will be eaſily imagined that Father 
Teller, the late King's Confeſſor, made 


one in this Liſt. His firſt Retreat was geyere 
to La Heche, from whence he would Trear- 
afterwards have removed himſelf to oa 
Bourges, the Archbiſhop of that Place lier. 


having formerly declared himſelf a 
Friend to the Jeſ uits, But upon this 


Occaſion he thought it proper to change 


Sides, and accordingly ſent them Word 
he would not conſent to receive Father 
Teller, and that if he came againſt his 


Inclinations he would interdict all the 


ſeſuits in his Dioceſs. This was more 
than enough to make the Reverend Fa- 
ther think of ſome other Place, who ac- 
cordingly choſe Amiens, where he ſtill 


met with a very cold Reception, tho? 
the Biſhop was an intimate Friend of 


the Society. 


The Jeſuits of Lorraiz receiv'd much 


the ame Treatment about this time with 
their Brethren in Fraxce ; the Biſhop of 
Verdun having diveſted them of the 
Power of Preaching and adminiſtring 
Confeſſion. The ſame was done by the 
Biſhop of Mets; but certain Germans of 
the Societies not being compris'd in the 
Prohibition, they continued to — 

| thoſe 
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thoſe Functions in the laſt mention d 
Diocels. „„ : | 

The reſt of this Year produc'd nothing 
remarkable, if we except the Conduct 
of my Lord Stair, who then reſided at 
Paris on the part of Great Britain, tho 


| hitherto he was not inveſted with any 


publick Character. This Lord made 
his Complaints to the Court, that the 


Pretender, with ſeveral of his Adherents, 


a 1716. 


had been permitted to paſs thro? the Do- 
minions of France: to which he was an- 
fwer'd, that the Pretender had indeed 
imbark'd for Scotland upon the 11th of 
November from St. Malo, but that nei. 
ther the Regent, nor any of the Miniſtry, 
were in the leaſt acquainted with it: 
that on the contrary, he had paſſed 
thro' Fraxce under a borrow'd Name, 
and that it was impoſſible either to hin- 
der ſuch Expeditions, or to get Informa- 
tion of them. | | 

The ſucceeding Year was open'd with 
the King's Arrival at Paris, to the great 
Joy of the Inhabitants of that City. The 
Magiſtrates went in a Body to wait up- 
on his Majeſty at the Louvre, as did in a 
few Days afterwards the Deputies of 
Burgundy and Bretagne, who were fol- 


low d by a Deputation from the Univer- 


ſity of Paris to the Regent, at the Head 
of which was their new Rector, Mon 
77 eur 


the. Duke of OrLEans. 41 
ſieur 4e Montempuis, who addreſs'd his 4n. 1116, 
Royal Highneſs in the following man- 
ner. | | 


* My Lord, 
© "THE Univerſity of Paris, honour- Speech of 
* | <d by the Kings your Predeceſ- Monfieur 


© fors with the Title of Eldeſt Daughter, 5, Rec- 


has impatiently expected an occaſion of tor of the 


Univerſt» 


paying her Duty to your Royal High- of Pa. 

* neſs. Ever attentive to ſuch of your r. to the 

Royal Highneſs's ſhining Qualities, as Nuke 

© bear the greateſt Reſemblance to thoſe 

* peaceableOccupations which conſtitute 

the principal part of her Functions and 

* Employments, She has long admir'd 

that Extent and Fineneſs of Genius, 

that Depth of Underſtanding, that 

Love of Learning, and Knowledge of 

* the politer Arts, which have ſhone out 

* with fo full a Luſtre in the Form your 

Royal Highneſs has lately given to the 

Government of this Kingdom, of which 

; every thing has contributed, my Lord, 

to eſtabliſh you in the Regency; the 

* Rights of your auguſt Birth, being ſe- 

conded by the Judgment of the Magi- 

* ſtrates, theSuffragesof the Nobility, and 

* theuniverſalVoiceofthePeople.Inſo ge- 

* neral a Concurrence, of which Hiſtory 

canhardlyfurniſhuswitha Parallel there 
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js not a Man who does not eminent] 


diſcern the over-ruling Hand of Provi- 
dence, which in the midſt of our Suf- 
ferings prepar'd your Royal Highneſ 
to be the Reſource for all the Miſeries 


of a deſerving and generous People, 


who by their conftant and inviolable 
Duty to their Sovereigns, have been 
worthy of gentle and beneficent Go- 


_ VEYNOrS. 


© We already feel the happy Effects of 
yourRoyal Highneſs's Regency. Uni- 
verſal, active, penetrating, regular, 
powerful, gentleand benevolent, your 
Royal Highneſs provides for all our 
Wants, whilſt you appropriate all our 
Troubles. Diſtinguiſhing between the 
ood and the bad, the true and the 
ctitious, You regulate the Rights of 
our Provinces ; you reſtrain every Man 
within his Pow >. eaſy of Acceſs ; al- 
ſuming no Authority but to do good, 
and retaining no greater a ſhare in the 
extenſive Privileges annex'd to your 
Royal Highneſs's Dignity, than the 
Power of conferring Happineſs and 
Benefits upon others. 1 | 
May we, my Lord, enjoy our Share 
in your Royal Highneſs's Favours! 
And Iwill take upon me to aſſert it in 
behalf of thoſe whom I have the Ho- 
nour to repreſent, that we ſhall appr 
| © be 
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the Duke of OxLEaAns 43 

© be found to deſerve them; whether 4. 1716. 
your Royal Highneſs conſiders the An- 
tiquity and Nobleneſs of our Founda- 

© tion; the Purity of our Maxims, which 

© are no other than the Laws of the 

© Kingdom the Utility of our Functi- 

© ons; or the Simplicity and Innocence 

© of our Lives. No Intereſt will ever 
make us Suitors to your Royal High- 

* neſs but that of the publick Good; we 

e © ſhall feel no Ambition but that of ma- 
Fing our ſelves agreeabte to your Royal 


* Highneſs, and convincing you of our 
775 
Our 


profound Reſpect; nor any Sol 

: but that which will ariſe fro 

* Concern for your Health and Welfare. 

* Permit us, my Lord, to ground our 

* firſt Requeſt on this laſt Conſideration. 
Let us beg it for the firſt Favour, that 
you will be watchful to preſerve a Life 

© that is fo precious and important. Let 
your Royal Highneſs's Cares be divi- 

* ded betwixt your ſelf and the publick. 

© Upon your Preſervation, my Lord, 
depends that which all good Henchmen 
have moſt at Heart, the Education of 
* our King in the Maxims and Princi- 
plwes of our Liberty, which are no 
bother than the ſacred Rights of the 
Crcvu and the Hierarchy, the Sup- 
port and Continuance of our moſt per- 
fed Government, and the Re- eſtabliſh- 
| SEP G 2 ment 
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'#n. 1716. ment and Preſer vation of polite Litera. 
( ture in all its Splendor and full Li- 


This Compliment from the Univerſity 
was very agreeable to the Duke Regent; 
but a Letter which he receiv'd at the 
ſame time, tending to engage him in 
Eccleſiaſtical Diſputes, which muſt there- 
fore break in upon other Concerns of the 
Regency, to which his Royal Highneſs 
had more Attention, was ay dif- 
pleaſing to him. Ir came from certain 
Biſhops zealous about the Canſſitution 
Unigeuitus, and was as follows. 
© My Lord, 
HE ſingular Zeal, and continual 
from f. | Application, with which. your 
ſhops co © Royal Highneſs endeavours to eſtabliſh 
ae +. che 05M of this Kingdom, both 
Aenne. c in Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Affairs, have 
© determin'd us to preſent you with a 
View of thoſe Evils under which the 
© Church at preſent labours, as to him 
* whom the Wiſdom of Providence has 
© deſtin'd to reform them. |" 
We had flatter d our ſelves, that the 
© Warineſs with which we proceeded at 
* the time of our accepting the Corftitu- 
tion Unigenitus, by explaining the Senſe, 


A Letter © 


the Duke of Outing. 


« neſs, condemn'd the hundred and one 
propoſitions, would have been ſuffici- 
ent for the Defence of Truth, and 
50 * Preſervation of the Church's Peace. But 
„we ſee, with Grief, that the Succeſs has 

© not been anſwerable to our Wiſhes; 
andthat thoſe Miſunderſtandings which 
took their Riſe in that very Aſſembly, 

* where we were in Hopes ſoon to ſee 
an — to all Diviſon, have ſince 
onger and more inveterate. 

5 a — my Lord, the Conſtitution 
has not only been rejected in ſeveral 
Dioceſſes whilſt it was receiv'd in 
* others, but even in thoſe where it has 
; been admitted, there appears ſo great 
* a Variety in the manner of accepting 
it, that we cannot fay there has yet 


been advanc'd-fo much as one fix d and 


A certain Rule for reſtoring the Peace of 
our Minds, and putting an end to our 

6 ' Diviſions. boys, 
In ſome Sandes, the Conſtaution 
{ is received independant of the Paſto- 
ral Inſtruction — by the Aſſem- 
6 * bly, and without any the leaſt Expla- 
* nation to prevent the Conſequences 
that may be drawn from the Con- 
demnation of particular Propoſitions. 
* It muſt be acknowledged indeed, that 
90 1 77 00 War ineſs has been uſed in ſome 
* Biſhopricks, 
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Aſſembly's Inſtruction have been pub- 
liſh'd at one and the fame time; but 


even here, the very Prelates who 


thought it good to adopt the Inſtructi- 


© on, have not been uniform in their 
manner of propofing to their People. 


© Some of them ſeem to ſay, that the 


Bull ſtands in no need of Explanation; 
and that their Acceptance of it was 


entirely independant, and without any 
Relation to the Aſſembly's Inſtruction, 
which they publiſh'd rather thro? Pre- 
caution than Neceſſity. Keke 
© Others have given us to underſtand, 
that their Intention was to join their 
Acceptation of the Bull, to the Expla- 
nation contained in the Paſtoral In- 
ſtruction, and to incorporate theſe 
with ſuch Explanations as they thought 


neceſſary to expreſs the meaning of the 


cenfured Propofitions ; but without 
extending this to the Excluſion of ſuch 
other Orthodox Opinions as might 
be extracted from true Divinity. Seve- 


ral of us can aſſure your Royal High- 


neſs, that this was the Senſe of the 
Aſſembly held in 1714. 
* Some of our Brethren have gone 
further, and not thinking the Aſſem- 
bly's Explanations ſufficient for the 
Defence and Preſervation of the 
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Truth; they have ſupplied this imagi- 4. 


nary Defect with new Explanations, 


which they have added to the Paſtoral 
Inſtruction. Laſtly, there are ſome 


Prelates, who taking no Notice of the 


Afembly's Inſtructions, have preſented 


their People with new ones of their 
own, very different in their Nature 
and Tendency from one another. 

* We find every Day the unhappy 


Effects that ariſe from this Diver- 


ſity in our Conduct. From hence the 
Hereticks take Occaſion to inſult us; 
as if the Diviſion that 2 amongſt 
the Paſtors of the Churc 

the Solidity of the Arguments we have 
ſo often advanced, to ſhew the neceſ- 
ſity of a viſible and infallible Autho- 
rity, from whence we might be fur- 
niſh'd with Rules for our Direction in 
Matters of Faith. It is this Diverſity 
in the Expreſſions and Conduct of the 


Prelates, which diminiſnes the Confi- 
dence repoſed in them by the People; 
it ſcandalizes the new Converts, yet 
weak in the Faith; it entertains a 
- Spirit of Diviſion in the Univerſities, 


and foſters that unbridled Licenſe, with 
which raſh Minds preſume to cenſure 
the Conſtitution, with a perverſe In- 
tention either to elude or defame it. 


e But, 


1, deſtroyed 
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Dns © But, my Lord, how important ſo- 
d ever the Evil may be in its Nature, 


; E it is neither ſo extenſive, nor ſo 
© hard to be cured, as the Enemies of our 


„ Church would inſinuate. 


If there has been ſome Diſagree- 
© ment amongſt our Biſhops concerning 
© the neceſſity of Explanations, and the 
manner of diſpenſing them; and if this 
Diviſion has hitherto ſubſiſted for 

Want of a Council, in which, being the 
Majority, we might have Power eto 
oblige our Brethren to conform to our 
Opinions; yet in the midſt of this 
* ſeeming Diviſion, we have neverthe- 
© leſs the Conſolation of knowing that 
* we have all the ſame Faith; that we 
* profeſs the ſame Zeal againſt Hereſy; 
* the ſame Love for Peace and Unity; 
and that we all retain the ſame Re- 
ſpect and Deference for our Holy Fa- 
ther the Pope. A 

It is the Conſide ration of this Re- 
* ſpect alone, which induces us to be- 
© lieve, after the many ſerious Reflecti- 
ons we have made on ſo important a 
Subject, that the beſt method of eſta- 
_ © bliſhing Uniformity amongſt tlie Pa- 

ſtors of the Church, will be to have 
© Recourſe to his Holineſs himſelf, and 
to demand of him the neceſſary Expla- 
_ © nations of his own Bull, by which _ 

| rea 


the Duke of OrLeans/ 49. 
* real Senſe may be diſcerned, and the 4» 1716 
© Biſhopsreunitedintheir Sentiments. At Y 
? © firſt we were of Opinion that the Ex- 
© planations of the Aſſembly, which we 
then did, and ſtill continue to think * 
* ſufficient for the Illumination of our 
© ſeveral Biſhopricks, would have been 
* ſufficient to have brought about this 
: * :; as they certainly would 
have done, had all the Biſhops judged 
* a-like, and adapted them in the fame 
© manner. . Rs 
But ſeeing. our Expectations are 
* fruſtrated, and that the Biſhops have 
* diflered in their Opinions upon one or 
* two Points, we find our ſelves promp- 
ted by the defire we entertain + ſeeing 
* Unanimity re-eſtabliſhed amongſt the 
* Prelates of France, to propoſe this Re- 
* courſe to his Holineſs, as a means ex- 
* treamly Orthodox, and as the only 
* Remedy adapted to the Nature of the 
© Diſeaſe. Voß 
We flatter our ſelves, my Lord, 
both from that Zeal for Unanimity | 
* which reigns in the Boſom of his 
* Holineſs, and from his Charity as our 
* common Father, that he will not re- 
* fuſe to give us Peace by a method in 
* it ſelf ſo regular, fo honourable for the 
Holy Chair, and fo well warranted by 
* Tradition, as . might eaſily prove 
8 35 tO 
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to your Royal Highneſs, ſhould you 
command us ſo to do, by very cele- 
ZIT 22> 

We cannot helieve his Holineſs will 
ſuſpect ſuch a Requeſt of any Deſign 
to elude the Force of his Conſtitution, 
or of laying hold upon any Pretext, 
for the ſupport of Errors that have 
been already condemned. We flatter 
our ſelves, that the diſtinguiſhing. 
Proofs we have already given of our 
Obedience to the Holy See, by our 
ties team of the Conſtitution, in 
which we have conſtantly perſiſted, 
will be of Force to convince his Holi- 
neſs, that the only Reaſon which now 
induces us to deſire an Explanation of 
the Conſtitution from the ſame Autho- 
rity that gave Birth to it, is, that we 


may be the better able to unite all 


Opinions, in a ſincere and uniform Ac- 


ceptation of the Apoſtolical Decree, and 


to baniſh for ever the ſeveral wicked 
Interpretations, which may be given 
to the Conſtitution by the Enemies 
of our Faith. „ 

But, my Lord, our ſtrongeſt Hopes 
for the good Succeſs of this Affair, are 
grounded upon the Protection and 
Aſſiſtance which we now intreat of 


* your Royal Highneſs. And indeed, 
* if your Royal Highneſs ſhall pleaſe to 
VS 
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the. Duke of © Quizans. Wl 


© ſecond. our juſt Demands with his 4. 1716. 
© Holineſs, what may we not expect 
from a Mediation of fo great a Weight, 
and ſtrengthned with — Auguſt Au: 
© thori " Always regulated by Wiſdom 
and ſuſtice, whi > wg 5 already pro- 
* cured your Royal Highneſs the Vene- 
ration of our Neighbours, attended 
© with, the Reſpect and Affection of his 
; Majeſty” I Subjects | But if contrary” 
© to all our ExpeQtations, his Holineſs 
© ſhould not think fit to reſtore Peace to 
* the Church by ſo proper a Method; 
there remains in our Apprehenſion, no 
other Expedient for obtaining ſo de- 
y „ lirable an End, except the Convocati- 
on of a Council of the Gallican Church, 
in rhich the Point may be fully, de- 
0 bated, and receive a final Determina- 
* tion. We are perſuaded that whilft 
* the Helm remains in your Royal 
3 Highneſo's Hands, you can never em- 
1 * the Regal Authority to better 
ſe, than according to the antient 
; Peas of the Kingdom, to reunite 
* the Heads of the Church by a method 
* ſo very conformable to the true Spirit 
* of the Goſpel; and which has often 
* been attended 'with happy Succeſs in 
© the moſt difficult Conjunctures. We 
hope nevertheleſs there will be no 
- need to have Recourſe to this Remed Y, 
H 2 but 
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Au. 1916-4 but that by Virtue of Explanations 


© conformable to the preſent State of the 
Church, and the Dignity of the Hol 
See, the Pope will enable us to tell 
one and the ſame Language, agreeable 
to the Uniformity that even now reigns 
in our Sentiments. But till God is 
5 pleas'd to afford us fo great a Bleſſing, 
«© we conjure you, my Lord, to con- 
_ © tinye your Endeayours, agreeable to 
the Superior Lights with which Hea- 
© ven has endowed you, to calm our Di- 
© viſions, to prevent the ill Conſequences 
that may ariſe from them, and to pre- 
© ſerve the Peace and Tranquility of the 
© Church. We venture with the great- 
© er Confidence to prefer theſe humble 
4 r to your Royal Highneſs, be- 
© cauſe we know we addreſs our ſelves 
to a Prince, who being more concerned 
© to make a right uſe of his Authority 
than to augment it, will never at- 
© tempt anything beyond the juſt Bounds 
* of his Power, and will always protect 
© the Church without invading any of 
her Privileges. We are with the moſt 


4 profound | pect, and Per fect Sub- 


* 


* 


s miſſion, £9. HL 
This Letter was ſign'd by the Biſhops 
of Auxerre, Laon, Agen, Sees, Avranche, 
Aae, Montauban, du Mans, Noyon, Ca- 
bois and Poitiers. And to compleat the 
. Trouble 


the Duke of ORLET Ns. $2 

Trouble it occaſion d, his Royal Highneſs 4. 1716. 
about the ſame time DM A ; Sn ** 
from the Pope, upon the ſame Subject of 
the Conſtitution, in which his Holineſs 
complains loudly of the Schiſmatical 
Conduct of the Sorbonne Divines, in Re- 
lation to what had been tranſacted in 
their Aſſemblies for ſome Months paſt; 
and alſo of the Cardinal de Noazlles ha- 

ving been conſtituted Chief of the Coun» 
eil of Conſcience. ro VETO. 

I have already obſerv'd how much 
theſe ſort of Diſputes were diſagreeable 
to the Duke Regent ; notwithſtanding 
which he did not refuſe to hear their 
Complaints, but continu'd to behave 
equally between the rwo Parties, and to 
inſpire them with Sentiments of Charity 
and Moderation for each other.. | 
About this time the famous Banker, Examine- 
Samuel Bernard, was call'd in Queſtion, den of 
with Reſpect to large Quantities of Gold mous 
and Silver, which in the Courſe of ſeve- Banker, 
ral Years he had ſent out of the Kingdom: ge 
and to make his Innocence appear, he 
was forc'd to produce the original Or- 
ders of Lewis XIV. which, together with - © 
his Accounts, he preſented to the Duke 
Regent, who was pleas'd to take the 
Pains to examine them, and afterwards, 
in a publick Aſſembly, declar'd himſelf 
extreamly well Süd with Mr. Ber- 
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4s. 1716. aard's Innocence, thanking him at the 
V me time for the Services he had done the 


Publick, which he defir'd his Continu- 
ance of. What gave Riſe. to this En- 
quiry, was the Diſcovery that -ſeyeral 
very great Sums had been ſent out of 
France, a certain Tax-Gatherer having 
been ftopp'd in the Foreſt of Bondy, 
whoſe Poſt-Chaiſe was loaden with Gold 
to ſuch a degree, that ſeveral Horſes could 
ſcarce draw it, upon which he was imme- 
diately ſhut up in the Baſtile, with ſeveral 
others accuſed of having got as much as 
himfelf. The Matter however was huſh'd 
up by degrees; and the Point being to 
find ready Money for the Exigencies of 


the Government, his Royal Highneſs 


granted all thoſe their Liberty who were 
willing to pay for it. Monſieur Dachet, 


formerly a Contractor for the Army in 
irtah, Was one of theſe, and had no ſoon- 


er given up a million and a half, than 


he obtain'd Permiſſion to go whither he 


The Re- 


gent re- 
fuſes to 
let the 


would. His Brother Pleucuf had already 
retir'd to his Son- in-Law, the French 
Embaſſador at the Court of Trin. 

As much however as the Duke Re- 
gent wanted Money, he had nevertheleſs 
the Conſtancy to refuſe ſeveral millions 


Jewi(ettle that were offer'd him at this time by cer- 
at Paris. 


tain rich Jews, for leave to ſettle them- 
ſelves and build a Synagogue at ag 
OE the 


r n 8 
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proach'd with the Shame of introducing 
that Nation into the Capital City of 
France, where theRemembrance of them 
ſtill continu'd to be odious, on account 
of the cruel Exactions for which they 
had formerly been expell cd. 


To this ſucceeded a' time, in which 


there was very little done that deſerves to 
be remember'd. The late King's Furni- 
ture in the Camp at Marli was fold off. 
The Muſqueteers were reduc'd, and ſe- 
| veral of them went to liſt in the Regi- 
ment that was then raiſing at Strasbrrgh 
for the Duke of Bavaria. The Marquiſs 
de Mimare was ſent Ambaſſador to Con- 
ſtantinople, in the room of Monſieur des 
Alears, who now went in the ſame Qua- 
lity to Perſia. The Marquiſs de Bonac, 
Nephew to Monſieur de Bonrepaux, was 
nam'd for an Embaſſy to Pruſſia; and 
Monſieur de Berbiſ) was made firſt Pre- 
ſident in the Parliament of Dijon. 

So unuſual a Ceſſation of Buſineſs was 


follow od by the Promotion of the Abbot 


a Bois to the Dignity of Privy Counſel- 


lor. This Clergyman, whom For tune o, 


had deſtin'd for Succeſſor to Richeliea and and] 
Abbot as 


Mazarin, was nam'd William da Bois, 


born on the fixth of September 5 16 56, Bois. 
in a Place call'd Brive Ia Gaillarde, which 
is 


d Riſe 


55 
the Reaſon of which Refufal may per- 4». 1716. 
| haps be, that he was fearful of being re- WY 


gin 
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4x. 1716. is the Capital of the Lower Limoygy, 
His Father, who was no more than a 


Chyrurgeon, gave him the beſt Educa- 
tion that Place would afford, which be- 
ing not very extenſive, the young Man 
had ſoon made himſelf Maſter of all he 
could. acquire in the Country ; after 
which the Father and Son reſolv'd with 
one Confent, to ſee what Improvement 
they could make at Paris. 555 
Upon their arrival in that City, young 
du Bois was at a loſs how to diſpoſe of 
himſelf; but Fortune, who had al- 
ready adopted him for her own, ſoon 
led him into the Way of finiſhing his 
Studies to great Advantage; after which 
he grew acquainted with an upper 
Servant in the Duke of YVerdoſme's Fa- 
mily, who introduced him to that Lord, 
in hopes the Excellency of du Bois's Wit 
would be agreeable to him. Nor was 
he deceiv'd in his Expectations; the 
'young Man by his Aſſiduity and Vivaci- 
ty ſoon obtaining the Duke's Ear, who 
recommended him to his Almoner, by 
whom he was placed in the Family of the 
old Duke of Orleans, who firſt received 
him in the Quality of Reader, but ſoon 
after made him Sub-Preceptor to his 
Son, the Duke of Chartres, whoſe Me 
moirs we are now engaged in. I need 
not tell the Reader that he knew how to 
acquire 
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the Duke of Orr tans. 


acquire the Affections of his Pupil. The Av. 1716: 
great Honours that have been ſince be- SWW 
Nowe upon him by that 1 wen - 


| his own 


beſt Proof of this, as well as o 
_ Together with the Abbot % Bois, 


Meſfieurs le Pelletier, Dagueſſear, Ame - 


lat, Rowille du Coudray, Fagon, and the 
Preſident Dodun, were allo made Privy 
Counſellors ; the three laſt being at the 


fame time declar'd Members of the 
| Council of Finances; Rowille du Coudray 
in Quality of Director, and Monſieur 


Doan Inſpector of the Conſtitution Con- 


tracts that were yet to be paſſed with 


Reſpect to the Annuities ordained by the 


Edicts of May and Aug? 1714, and 


March and Juue 1715, in favour of ſuch 


as were willing to purchaſe them, whe- 
ther Natives or Foreigners. 


About this time came out a Declara- 


tion which had been regiſter'd in the 
Parliament of the preceding Year, li- 
| miting the Term in which all 


| thoſe that 
were liable to be taxed, might have Re- 


medy at Law with regard to the Aſſeſ- 


ments of their Offices. This was fol- 


low'd by an Order of the Court of Aids, 


prohibiting all Perſons to plead in that 
Court, except in a long Robe and a 


| Quare Cap. The Examination of Bank- 


rupcies was alſo confin'd to tlie In- 
| ſpection 
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An. 1776. 3 of the Judges and Conſuls of 
V the Kingdom, to the firſt of July of the 

ſame Year. And it having been attempt- 
ed by ſeveral Parliaments of Fance, to 
ſubject Foreigners to the particular 
Cuſtoms and By-Laws of the Diſtricts 
where they happend to reſide, in reſpect 
to matters of Inheritance and the Right 
of bequeathing ſuch Rents or Annuities 
as they might have acquir'd in Fraxce, 
his Royal Highneſs judging it unreaſon- 
able to oblige Strangers to the Obſer- 
vance of ſuch Inſtitutions as they did not 
underſtand, ſet forth a Declaration, 
which provided, That the Edicts by 
* which Foreigners had been allow'd to 
© purchaſe Annuities upon the Town- 
$ Houſe of Paris, ſhould be executed ac- 
* cording to their true and genuine Pur- 
port; and accordingly, that all Tran 
actions already had, or to be had, be- 
© tween Aliens, in reſpect to the faid 
© Rents. or Annuities, either by Sale, 
© Transfer, Deed of Gift, Will, or any 
© other manner whatſoever, ſhould be 
© regulated and judicially determin'd, in 
Conformity to the Laws of their re- 

_ © ſpective Countries. 
Several more Declarations were pub- 
liſh'd at this time, which prove that the 
minuteſt Affairs did not eſcape the Re- 
gent's Notice, and that nothing was too 
N . intricate 


| the Duke of OaLEAN VS. 59 
intricate for his Capacity, which will 4 1716. 
fully appear from the following Edict. | 


© Lewis, by the Grace of God, c. 
© To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall 
© come, Greeting. If it had been poſſi- 
ble upon our Acceſſion to the Throne, 
© to have diſcharg'd the immenſe Debts 
© in which the Crown had involved it ſelf 
during the Courſe of the two laſt Wars; 
© and at the ſame time to have remitted 
all the extraordinary Impoſitions which 

© bear ſo hard upon our People, our Joy 
| © would have been greater than even that 
of our Subjects. But inſtead of this, 
ve found our Treaſury quite exhauſted, 
the Crown Lands alienated, the Reve- 
| © nues of the Kingdom in a manner eat 
| © up by an infinite Number of Charges 
and Cuſtoms, the uſual Taxes mortga- 
* ged, Deficiencies upon all the Branches 
© of the Revenue accumulated from Year 
to Year, the antient Order of our Ex- | 
_ © chequer inverted, and, in a word, | | 
© ſuch an Anticipation of Bills, Orders | 
and Aſſignments, as almoſt exceeded — 
the Power of Numbers to compute. | 
In the midſt of ſo many Calamities we 
© have had the Conſtancy however to 1 
* reje& a Propoſal that was made us, to 1 | 
© invalidate and cancel all Demands and | 
Obligations which we in our on be- 
%%% ad F424 « half 
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half had not contracted; and we have 
at the ſame time avoided the dangerous 
Example of borrowing at exceſſive In- 
tereſt, and have rejected all the mer- 
cenary Offers that have been made us, 
under the odious Condition of aban- 
doning our Subjects to new Vexations, 
Theſe pernicious Expedients, which 
the Neceſſity of continuing the War in 
order to obtain a glorious Peace, might 
3 render neceſſary, would ſoon 

ave precipitated the State into that 
Gulph of Ruin, out of which it would 
have been even impoſſible to have 
emerged. The firſt Object of our 
Care was, to provide in the moſt 
effectual manner for the Subſiſtence of 
the Army, and the Arrears of Annui- 


ties due from the Town-Houſe of our 


good City of Paris, With reſpect to 
the other Debts, we have been atten- 
tive to every Opinion, and. have exa- 
min'd all the Memorials that have 
been offer*d us, before we would come 
toany Determination concerning them. 
And having ſeriouſſy weigh'd the In- 
conveniencies attending each Propoſi- 


tion, we have rejected all ſuch as either 


adviſed us to force our Subjects to re- 


ceive the Government Securities in 


ordinary Payments, or to convert thoſe 
Securities into Annuities payable to thc 
? Proprietors. 


the Duke of OxLEtins, 


*- Proprietors. The firſt of theſe would 
+ have been prejudicial to Commerce, 
| © as well as the publick Liberty; and the 
Creation of more Annuities would 
© have perpetuated the Poll-Tax, with 
© that of the tenth Penny, which 1s ſo 


© inconſiſtent with our Intentions, that 


© we defire nothing more than to eaſe 
© our People by the entire Aboliſiment 
| © of thoſe Impoſitions, ſo ſoon as the 
© Meaſures we have concerted for the 
© Regulation of our Affairs have taken 


place. And the beſt Expedient which 


ve can determine upon for this Pur- 
| © poſe, is to ordain the ſeveral Paper Se- 
( curities now extant, which from the 
© Diſcredit into which they are fallen, 
are become of little or no Uſe to the 
| © Proprietors, to be audited and reduc'd, 
in order to their being chang'd into 
| © Bills of another kind, which from 
thence forward are never to be alter'd 
or ſubjected to any Variation till they 
are entirely diſcharg'd and paid off. 
And we have been the rather induc'd 
to employ this Method, both as it has 
been generally recommended to us by 
the moſt Skilfal and experienc'd Mer- 


* chants, with the unanimous Approba- 


tion of the Deputies of the Council of 

Commerce of the principal Cities of 
ö 0 e . ( 
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© ally put a Stop to thoſe unjuſt Extor- 
© tions, which owe their Being to the 
great Variety of our Paper Securities, 
£ We think it proper to declare, that the 
© Conſideration of our own Intereſt has 
© had no Share in determining us to this 
£ Alteration: our Aim 1s to aſcertain the 
© Condition of each particular Perſon, 


„ and to re-eſtabliſh the Order of our 


© Finanees, as well by proportioning our 
* Expences to our Revenue, as 1n the 
* Suppreſſion of ſuch Offices as are moſt 
© burthenſfome and chargeable to the 
© State. Furthermore, in the Reduction 
© to be made in the old Securities, we 
£ ſhall have an equal Eye to the Intereſt 
© of the lawful Creditors, and the Con- 


dition of our People, upon whom the 


© Taxes muſt be levy'd for the Satif- 
faction of their Debts, keeping as near 
as poſſible a juſt Ballance between the 


bone and the other, that fo our Subjectꝭ 
© of every Denomination may reap that 


© Juſtice which they are equally entitled 
to. And as it is our Intention that the 
Intereſt of the new Obligations ſhall 
© be punctually paid, and the principal 
* Sums diſcharg'd in a due and regular 
* Courſe, we have already appropriated 
© {ure and eftabliſh'd Funds for this Pur- 
© poſe, which ſhall be augmented with 
part of what will be faved from tle 
7 Reduction 
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Reduction of Offices, and from the 41. 1915. 


great Retrenchments we daily make 


in the Expences of our Houſhold and 
Civil Liſt, as well as from the prudent 
Management of our Treaſury. To 
* theſe Purpoſes therefore, £9c. 


EN Article I. 
That the promiſſory Notes of the 
| © Bank of Loans; thoſe of Monſieur le 
© Genare, notendors'd by the general Re- 
© ceivers of our Revenue; all Securities 
relating to the extraordinary of the 
Army, the Navy, and the Ordnance, 
© whether drawn in the Nature of Lot- 
* tery Bills, or of what Form ſoever 
© they may have been made for the an- 
* ſwering and diſcharging other Notes 
* and Securities given out by our ſaid 
* Treaſurers ; and together with theſe, 
* all Certificates that may have been 
* given to Engineers, and Undertakers of 
* Fortifications, on Account of the re- 
ſpective Sums due to them; and in ge- 
* neral, all Orders and Aſſignments upon 
the Treaſury, of what Nature ſoever, 
* for Money due before the firſt of Ser- 
tember 171 5, ſhall in the ſpace of one 
Month at furtheſt, reckoning from the 
aoth of December Inſtant, be brought 
before the Commiſſioners hereby ap- 
pointed for auditing and ſettling an 
: I 
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am; $716. aid Securities. And namely, the pro- 
„ nmiſſory Notes of the Bank of Loans, 


WY 


© Preſident Dodun, Comm 
Higny, and Meſlieurs Vauvre and Can 


with thoſe of the aforeſaid Ie Genare, 
© before Meſſieurs de Caumartin, Rowille 
© de Coudray and Fagon, Counſellors of 


© State, and Monſieurs Fieabet, Eg le 
«© Febvre d'Ormeſſon, Maſters of Requeſts 
© The Arm y Debentures, and Bills of 


I Ordnance ; == Lottery Bills, and o- 


* thers given out in order to diſcharge 

and annihilate the advanced Notes of 

* our aforeſaid Treaſurers; as alſo the 
Certificates given to Engineers and 
Vndertakers of Fortifications, before 
Monſieur Pelletier de la Hauſſaye, 
* Counſellor of State, and Meſſieurs 4 
Blanc, d Herbigny, and Gilbert de Voiſi in, 
+ Maſters of Requeſts. 

The Navy Debentures, before 


_ © Monſieur Amelot, Counſellor of State, 


© and. Meſſieurs Ferrand and Amme lot & 
© Chaillou, Maſters of 8 the 
ore Chan- 


© tigzy, the one Intendant, and the o- 
ther Commiſſioner of the Navy. 
All Orders and Aſſignments upon 
* the Treaſury, before Monſieur de Fort, 
*' Counſellor of State, and Meſſieur 
* Routauit, Laudivsſiau, de Gaumont 
and de Baudri, Maſters of Requeſts. 


« All the ſaid Securities to be aud dircd 


* by 


. 1 Wy — _ — „ a Mai; — gw W of? 2 7" . 


the Duke of OrLeans. 


after the 8 have certified on 
© the Back of the ſaid Securities that the 
« ſame do really and bona fide belong to 
them. In order to which, the ſaid 

© Commiſſioners ſhall meet and attend 
© every Day at the Lozvre, from eight 
© till three, and after the Expiration of 


the aforeſaid Term of one Month, all 


| © ſuch Securities as ſhall not have been 
« ſo audited, ſhall by Virtue of theſe 
* Preſents become abſolutely void and of 
gr I TO 5 7 
II. The Notes advanced by our 
| © Treaſurers for the Extraordinary of 
* the Army, the Navy, and the Ord- 
* nance, together with all other Securi- 
ties ariſing from, or relating to the 
* faid Notes, whieh may now be in the 
| © Hands of any of the Officers of our 
Army, are, purſuant to the neceſſary 


6 5 
hy one of the aforefaid Commiſſioners; 4. 1716. 


„Orders already given both upon the 


Frontier and in the Inland Provinces, 
to be brought before the ſeveral In- 


* tendants and Provincial Commiſſaries, 


* where the ſaid Officers ſhall happen to 
be quartered; and before the Commiſ- 
* fioners of the Navy reſiding in our Sea 


Ports; being firſt certified as before 
© by the ſaid Officers, after which they 


* ſhall be ſent to the Majors of their re- 
I ſpective = Regiments, to whom all 
l K Officers 
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An. 7116, Officers reſiding at Paris, are alſo here- 
A fy required to tranſmit their Notes 
© certified as is before directed, to the 
End the ſaid Majors may be able to 
comply with the Directions they have 
received upon this Subject. =» 
© HI. So ſoon as the time hereby li- 
mited for reviſing the ſaid Securities 
ſhall be expired, we will immediately 
iſſue a new Declaration for the intend- 
ed Reduction, to be performed by the 
aforeſaid Commiſſioners, and to take 
Place without any delay. 
© TV. Inſtead of the old Notes and o- 
© ther Papers hereby appointed to be re- 
« viſed and reduced, freſh ones ſhall 
"| be iſſued for ſuch Sums as the faid 
8 | © Notes when reviſed ſhall amount to, 
4 
& 
o 


a a «6 
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which new Securities ſhall be regular- 
ly 3 and intituled Government 
Bills. | 71 | 
V. Each Reduction ſhall be made 
< with the utmoſt Exactneſs, and pro- 
| * ceeded upon with all Expedition, in 
5 Proportion as the old Securities are 

© brought in. | 
VI. The ſeveral Reductions ſhall be 
_ © enregiſtred by the proper Secretary of 
© the Office in which the ſame were 
© tranſacted. | | 
VII. Mention ſhall be made upon 
© the Back of the old Notes of the dum 
zi | to 
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to which they were reſpectively re- Au. 1716. 
| © duced; and this ſhall be done hy one 
of the Commiſſioners hereby appointed 
© to reviſe the ſaid Securities. 
_ « VIE. The faid Government Bills 
© ſhall be ſigned by Monſieur Baucot, 
| © Receiver of Paris, hereby conſtituted 
principal Reviſor for that Purpoſe, 
© who fhall inſert them in a general Re- 
* giſter, to be inſpected and ſigned by 
three of the aforeſaid Commiſſioners, 
in which Regiſter the ſaid principal 
| © Reviſor ſhall keep an exact Account, 
© de Die in Diem, of all the Bills by him 
* ſigned and delivered as aforeſaid. = 
IX. The Government Bills, ſhall in 
the fame manner be ſigned by the Pro- 
© voſt of the Merchants, and by Mon- 
ſieur Charles Harlan, who has been re- 
commended to us as a proper Perſon | 
for that Employment, by the fix trad. 
ing Companies of our good City of | 
Paris, and both of theſe ſhall keep a | 
particular Regiſter to ſerve as a Cheque 
© to that of the principal Revifor. 
X. The faid principal Reviſor ſhall 
e © keep a ſeparate Regiſter for each De- 
{© © nomination of the Sums for which the 
| Government Bills ſhall be iſſued. That 
is to ſay, One, for Bills that exceed 
one thoufand Livres; another for thoſe 
nM © of one thouſand Livres; a third for 
0 n Ka © thoſe 
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thoſe of nine hundred ; a fourth, for 
thoſe of 'eight hundred ; a fifth, for 
thoſe of ſeven hundred ; another, for 
thoſe of ſix hundred; another, for thoſe 
of five hundred; another, for thoſe 
of four hundred; another, for thoſe 
of three hundred ; Another, for thoſe 
of two hundred; and laſtly, one more 
for thoſe of one hundred, and for 
leſs than that no Government Bulls 
ſhall be iſſued. 

© XI. The principal Reviſor ſhall di- 
ſtribute the ſaid Government Bills to 
the Secretaries of the ſeveral Offices ap- 
pointed for this Service, taking their 
Vouchers and Receipts for the ſame, 
to be by them faithfully delivered to 
the Proprietors, in the fame Propor- 
tion that the intended Reduction of the 
old Securities ſhall take Place in their 
reſpective Offices. , 
XII. The principal Reviſor ſhall e- 
very eight Days tranſmit the audited 
Securities to thoſe Treaſurers and Pay- 

Maſters, by whom they were ſeveral] 

to have been diſcharged ; and to eac 
of thoſe Securities ſhall be added an 
Account of the Sum total, underneath 
which the ſaid Treaſurers and Pay- 
Maſters ſhall give their Receipts to 
the principal Reviſor, which Receipts 
* ſþall be his Diſcharge, 0 
7 1 = XIII. Al. 


— 
Pg 


> 4 


the Duke of Oxteans. 


XIII. All Aſſignments upon the ge- 4 1716. | 
© neral Receivers of our Revenue, ſhall SWV. 


© be tranſmitted to the Treaſury, as Se- 
* curities paid off and cancelled by the 
© Government Bills; for which our 
* Treaſurer ſhall give his Receipt to the 
principal Reviſor, and the ſame ſhall 
, « afterwards allowed in the Trea- 
ſurer's Accounts. e 
XIV. It is hereby further ordained 

© and appointed, that from and after the 
* firlt of January 1616, the new Securi- 
* ties ſhall bear-an Intereſt of four per 
Cent, till they ſhall be compleatly dif 
{charged and paid ol, 

© XV. The faid Intereſt ſhall be paid 
© every ſix Months, at the 'Town-Houſe 
* of our good City of Paris, beginning 
* with the firſt of June 1616, by Pay- 
# * Maſters appointed for that Purpoſe, 
| © and in the Preſence of Comptrollers, 
* duely authoriz d by our Letters ad- 


* drefled to our Chamber of Accounts 


for the ſaid City of Paris. 
_ © XVI. Each Pay-Maſter {hall receive 
* a Regiſter, inſpected and ſigned by the 
* Provoſt of the Merchants, and by one 
* of the Sheriffs, containing the Num- 
* bers and Sums of thoſe Securities for 
which Intereſt is to be paid; in diſ- 


E charging which the fat agg" 
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2. 1716. C ſhall conſtantly follow the Order they 
AA ' 


are numbred in upon the Regiſter. 
VXVII. For the diſcharge of the Pay- 
© Maſter, his reſpective Comptroller 
< ſhall indorſe the Intereſt paid off, upon 
the Back of the Security; and the 
© fame acknowledgement ſhall be made 
by the Comptroller in the Pay-Ma- 
* ſter's Regiſter, which ſhall be flowed 
© as a ſufficient Voucher in making up 
© his Accounts. zZ) 2 
XVII. To the End the faid Intereſt 
may be punctually | diſcharged, we 
© have already aſſigned the Produce of 
© the Tenths, and of the Poll Tax of the 
© Court, and of Paris, together with 
© the Surplus of the Duties on Regiſters, 
© the three Penny Subpæna Tax, the 
* Regiſtry of Preſentations, the Duty on 
© Cards, with thoſe upon Tallow and 
© Suet; and the Profit ariſing from the 
Reduction of all the Annuities com- 
* pris'd in our Edict of this preſent 
Month, to twenty five per Cent; which 
_ © faid Duties and Revenues are hereby 
__ © appropriated' to the ſole Payment of 

© the Intereſt and Principle of the ſaid 
© Securities, as a ſinking Fund never to 
© be employed or diverted to any other 
* Uſe or Purpoſe whatſoever. And to 
this End, the Receivers, Farmers, 
Inſpectors, and other Officers con- 
| | « cerned 
\ 
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the Duke of ORLEANS. 7 
concerned in collecting the faid Duties, 43. 1716. 
© are hereby requir'd to remit the quar⸗ Y 

© terly Produce of the fame, into the 

Hands of the aforeſaid Pay-Mafters, 

© according to the Orders that ſhall be 

ijſſud by our Council of Finances for 

« thay Purpoſe 157 5: i : 

_ © XIV. And it being our Intention 

© to cancel all the Government Bills, it 

© js hereby ordered, that as the ſame. 

© are brought in to our Treaſury, they 
| © ſhall be immediately burned in the 

© Prefence of a Member of our Council | 

© of Finances, as alſo the Provoſt of the | 

Merchants, the Sheriffs and the Syndic 
| © of the ſix trading Companies; proper 

* Vouchers of which ſhall at the ſame 

time be inſerted in the general Regiſter 

© of the principal Reviſor, and in thoſe 

© of the Provoſt of the Merchants, of 

* Monſieur Charles Harlay, and of the 

© ſeveral Pay-Maſters, to the end that 

© the Intereſt of the ſaid Bills may ceaſe 
for ever. Fa | | 


” 
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_ © Given at Vincennes this 7th of De- 
© cember, 1716; and repiſter'd in | 
Parliament the 12th of the fame | 
Month. Me LT] 


About 
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An. 1716. About the fame time that the fore- 
going Declaration came out, the Duke 

of Bourbon was receiv'd into the Council 
of War; and the Marquiſs de la Vrilliere, 
Secretary of State, was created a Mem- 
ber of the Council of Regency, with a 
Right of debating in that Aſſembly. 
Creation An Order was alſo publiſh'd, conſti- 
of a 1 tuting a Council of Commerce, which 
of Com- Was to conſiſt of the Mareſchal de /:leroy, 
merce. already Chief of the Council of Finan- 
ces; of the Duke de Noailles, Preſident 
of the faid Council; the Mareſchal 
A Eſirees, Preſident of that for Naval 
Affairs; Meſſieurs Dagneſſear, Amelot 
and Nointel, Counſellors of State in 
ordinary; Monſieur Rowlle du Coudra), 
Counſellor of Stare, and Lieutenant Ge- 
neral of the Police, or Civil Government 
of Paris ; Monſieur Ferrand, Maſter of 
Requeſts, and Counſellor for Naval Af. 
fairs; with Monſieur Raujault, Maſter 
of Requeſts, and Counſellor for the Do- 
meſtick Concerns of the Kingdom : And 
\ beſides theſe, the Deputies of Commerce 
for Languedoc, Paris, Lions, Rowen, 
Boaurdeaux, Marſeille, Rochelle, Nantes, 
St. Malo, Lille, Bayonne and Dunkirk were 
likewiſe admitted. TER 
Whilſt theſe things were upon the 
Carpet, two Honorary Employments | 
were fold at a ſurpriſing Rate: The firſt MW 
was Secretary of War, for the Title of 
| ; which, 


e S- 


ſome of the e Biſhops grew 


the Da ke of On LEANS. | 73 


which, | Monfieur 4 Arme nonville paid 4». 1416. 
five hundred thouſand Livres to the 


Chancellor Voiſin, without being admit- 
ted to exerciſe the Office. The ſecond 
was the Secretaryſhip to the Order of the 
Holy Ghoſt, for which Monſieur de Mon. 
targis, Keeper of the Treaſury, gave the 
Preſident des Maiſons no leſs than four 
hundred and fifty thouſand Livres, be- 


| fides fifty thouſand Crowns to the Duke 


d la Fenillade; fo tempting a Bait is the 


| 8 of wearing a Blue Ribbon, And 


ſo inexhauſtible a Fund is the Vanity of 
Subjects when Princes know how to im- 
prove it to the beſt Advantage. 


About the fame time that theſe ex- The peg. 
traordinary Purchaſes Were the Subject pie are 
| of publick Converſation in Paris, there ff 2 
happen d a Buſineſs of a very different courſe 


Nature, which whilſt it occaſion d a 
great deal of Talk in private Companies, 


put a ſtop for ſome time to the Diſputes genirs, 


of the Sorbonne Divines, concerning the 
Conſtitution Unigenitus, This was a Let- 
ter from the Regent to Monſieur Rave- 
chet, Syndic of the Sorbonne, directing 
him to impoſe Silence upon the Gentle- 
men of that Houſe, in Reference to the 
Conſtitution. The Syndic did as he was 
commanded, but his Royal Highneſs's 
Orders had ſcarce taken place, when 


* 


uneaſy 
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4». 1716. uneaſy concerning them, and began to 


doubt leaſt the Regent ſhould attempt 
to put a Force upon their Conſciences, 

with Relation to this famous Bull. Un- 
der theſe Apprehenſions the Biſhop of 
Taurs, and ſeveral other Prelates, had al- 
ready begun to conſult with one another; 
but their Fears were ſoon remov'd by a 
Meſſage from the Regent, in which he 
deſir'd they would furniſh him with their 
Remarks upon the Conſtitution, and the 
Difficulties that retarded their Accepta- 
tion of it; promiſing at the ſame time to 
tranſmit their Memorials to his Holineſs. 
This Meſſage, which was carry'd by the 
Mareſchal 4 Uxelles and the Attorney 
General, entirely reſtor'd the Confidence 


of the Biſhops, who anſwer'd, that they 


had made a conſiderable Progreſs in their 
Deductions and Remarks upon the late 
Bull in Queſtion, which they would 
have the Honour to put into his Royal 
Highneſs's Hands before the end of 
March. „„ | 
com- The Jealouſy of the Biſhops thus re- 
plaints of Moy'd, another Affair ſprung up which 


een wave the Regent more Trouble, and coſt 
OT Stair . 
relating more to put an end to. Several 


to the Exghſh and Iriſþ Officers had paſs*d thro' 
Pretender the Dominions of France, 1n order to 


landed in Scotland. Arms and Ammu- 
e +. nition 


* 


join the Pretender, who was already 


ten” oa ane a > Soo a con. 4k. tw 


2 r 212 as. 


the Duke of OaLEANS. 


nition had been imbark'd at St. Malo, for 4». 116, 


for the Service of the Rebels; the Pre- 


tender himſelf had been follow'd into 
Scotland by certain French Troops; and 


in ſhort, it was viſible enough that the 


Regent:conniv'd at his Undertaking, by 
appearing to be 1gnorant of Meaſures 


which all Europe was acquainted with, 


and concerning which his Royal High- 


neſs had already receiy'd ſeveral Com- 
| plaints from my Lord Stair, who upon 
this ' Occaſion preſented him with the 

following Memorial. 3 7 


„The underwritten Earl of - Stair, 


Lord 


Stair's 


* Miniſter of the King of Great Britain Mamori- 
to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, finds al to the 
* himſelt oblig'd to repreſent to his Royal Regent. 

* Highneſs the Duke of Orleans, Regent 


of Fance, that notwithſtanding his 
Royal Highneſs has frequently aſſur'd 
*. the faid Earl, that he would faithfully 
* and punCtually obſerve the Articles of 


© Peace made between Great Britain and 


France at the Treaty of Utrecht; that 
* he would not permit either Arms, 
© Ammunition, Officers or Soldiers to 


© be: tranſported out of France for the 


* Service of the Pretender; and although 
in Conformity to theſe Intentions his 
Royal Highneſs: has even ſent expreſs 
orders to all the Ports and Havens of 
on L 2 « the 
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the Kingdom, it is certain nevertheleſ;, 
that the ſeveral Particulars before enu- 


merated, are every Day tranſported 


from the Harbours of France, with- 


out the leaſt Obſtruction whatſoever 
from thoſe who command 1n the ſaid 
Ports on the part of his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty. DOES 3 
The late Duke of Ormond, and the 


© Pretender, have been frequently on 


a K K Bn 


s 


K „„ „ „ „ „ „„ „ 4 „ „ 


board certain Veſſels at St. Mals, 
which were known to have been load- 
ed with Arms and Ammunition for 
the Pretender's Service; and this with 
ſo little Reſerve or Circumſpection, 
that they were publickly attended and 
follow'd by a Troop of Vugent's Horſe, 
commanded by their proper Officers, 


all mounted intheir Regimental Clothes 


and Accoutrements, and this without 
the leaſt Check from his Moſt Chriſti- 
an Majeſty's Officers commanding at 


St. Malo. 


The Pretender not thinking it pro- 
per to venture himſelf to Sea at this 


Juncture, took the Road towards Noy- 


mandy, in order to embark at Daxkirk; 


and the late Duke of Ormond in the 
© ſame manner declining to land in Es- 
© land, came back to Morlair, 


When the Pretender was gone to 


Scotland, attended by the above-met- 


© tion'd 
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the Duke of OgLEans: 


A 


* tion'd Troopers of Nugent's Regiment, 4. 1716 2 


6p ee, 
his Royal Highneſs was pleas'd to pro- 
; miſe the underwritten Miniſter, that 


' he would treat them as Deſerters if 


ever they return'd to France; and the 

Mareſchal 4*Uxelles at the ſame time 

; aſur'd the ſaid Earl, that he would 

| * en all without Diſtinction. 
£2: 


0 


eſe Soldiers are now returned, 


and have joined their Regiment. Mon- 
* fieur Beſach and his Company remain 
* to this very Hour at Morlaix, as alſo 
* the Arms and Ammunition that he 


had with him for his intended Expedi- 


* tion, which being removed out of one 
Ship into another, in the Harbour of 
* Morlaix, the Commanding Officer 
there, was ſo far from confiſcating the 
F faid Arms and Ammunition, that he 
© even refuſed to ſearch the Veſſel, tho? 
he was deſired ſo to do by Captain 
Campbell, Commander of an Erghfh 
* Ship, which yet remains in that Port. 
Within five Weeks paſt ſeveral Veſ- 
ſels have failed from Dieppe and Havre 
© de Grace, with Arms and Ammuni- 
* tion, Officers and Money for the Pre- 


© tender's Service, all which are aQtual- 


© ly arrived in Scotland; and to be more 


© particular, there failed a Veſſel from 


Havre de Grace on the '17th of this 
: Month in the Face of an Officer be- 


< longin g 
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2. 716. longing to the King of Great Britain, 


* 


© who having repreſented to the Mar- 
* quiſs of Rouvroy, that there lay at that 


(time both in Havre de Grace and at 


© Haryfleur, atleaſt twenty Officers ready 
£ to. follow the Pretender into Scotland 
© on board the ſaid Veſſel, and begged 
© him to prevent their imbarking, the 


_ © Marquis replied, that what he faid 


© might be very true, but that he could 


not hinder their going on Board, hav- 


ing no Orders from Court for that 


4 e . „ 
The faid Earl of Starr, has alſo fre- 
* quently repreſented, both to his Royal 


© Highneſs the Regent, and the Mare- 
< ſchal 4 Hꝛxxelles, that ſeveral Generals, 


* Colonels, and other Officers then 
© actually engaged in the Service of 
* France, were determined to go and 


© join the Rebels in Scotland. The ſaid 


Earl went fo far as even to give the 
* Mareſchal 4 Huxelles a Lift of the ſaid 
© Generals and other Officers, who a- 
* greeable to the ſaid Earl's Repreſenta- 
© tion are now actually at Boulogne, Ca- 
© lais, Dunkirk, and other Places in that 
* Neighbourhood, ready to tranſport 
* themſelves with the firſt Opportunity 
© into Scotland, from whence they have 
© been hitherto detained by nothing but 


the exceſlive cold of the Seaſon, and 


© contrary 
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© contrary Winds; the commanding 4». 1216. 


© Officers in the ſaid Places openly a- 
© yowing, that they have receiv'd no 
© Orders to prevent their Embarkation. 
„The Earl of Starr finds it his Duty 
© to repreſent theſe Fats to the Duke 
Regent, to the End that his Royal 
© Highneſs may himſelf determine whe- 
© ther his ers have been executed 


«© with PunQuality, and whether it can 


© be thought in Great Britain that the 
© Treaty of Utrecht, has been faithfully 


© complied with on the Part of France. 


* The aforeſaid Earl of Starr finds 
© himſelf obliged to acquaint his Royal 
* Highneſs, that the late Duke of Or- 
mond, and ſeveral others who have 
conſpired equally againſt their King 
© and Country, did within a few Days 
© begin their ap towards Bourdleaum 
and Bayonne, and that they have got 
together upon the Coaſt of Gaſcony 
* a conſiqerable Quantity of Arms, A m- 
munition, and Ships, with which the 
Court of St. Germains boaſts its Inte n- 


tion to make a Deſcent in Trelas ud, 


which, as the ſame Court flatters it 
* ſelf, will be ſupported not only wit h 
the Money, but even with the very r 
* Troops of France. „„ 
© The Earl of Starr, who has always 
* abour'd with the utmoſt Zeal to Ts 
5 
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716. © liſh a good and perfect Friendſhip be- 
teen the King his Maſter, and his 

* Royal Highneſs the Duke Regent, can- 

© not help being very much concern'd to 

find himfelf reduced to make Remon- 

© ſtrances upon Points of fo tickliſh a 

© Nature, fo capable of deſtroying the 

* Harmony that at preſent ſubſiſts be- 

© tween the two Nations, and of pro- 

© ducing fuch Diſcontents as may be 

© attended with the moſt grievous Conke- 
* quences, if not immediately prevented 


* by neceſſary Orders. 


It was not poſſible to elude the Force 
of this Repreſentation, and accordingly 
= his Royal Highneſs ſaw, that to remove 
HF all Supicions, and preſerve the Friend- 
= : ſhip of Great Britain, he muſt be obliged 
| | to ſpeak plain; agreeable*to which, his 
Tbe Duke 3 Was, that he would forbid the 
Regent's Exportation of any Arms or Ammunit!- 
| Anlwer. on out of the Kingdom, and that he 
| would fend ſuch Orders to all the Ports 
of France as his Britannick Majeſty de- 
ſired, together with Inſtructions for the 
Captains of ſuch Veſſels as were bound 

for any part of Scotland. 

But this Anſwer did not fo far fatisfy 
the Court of Great Britain, as to deſtroy 
the 7 cools occaſiond by the great 

Levies that were making for the Don 
of 
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